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Km-dOsh rebels free Turkish soldiers 

ANKARA. (Rj —■ E ight T nrfajgh soldiers held c a p tiv e by separatist 
Kmtfeh Litoouf Party vPKA) goemlias h» northern Iraq were repatri ate d 
Srtarday, load o ffi ri a b x ai ri . Seven of thesoWiere had been abducted last 
Aug. 4 by the rebels, who raided an army post on the Tbririsb-Iraqi border 
and killed 10 other robfien. it was not dear when the eighth xdfficr was 
captured. The ndd prompted a week-long Turkish military operation 
against PKK bases across the border. Officials said the freed soldiers were 
banded oyer.atthe Ibbur.bader point to a representative of Turkish 
Prcsidcnt Tnigin OzaTandSiamartd Pan°», an envoy for the KunEstn 
Democratic- Party (KDP) of Iraq. The Iraqi Kurds are in contact with 
Turkish Kurdish guerrillas, although they are not allied. The PKK said it 
would release the hostages earfier this month, hot changed its mind after 
Ankara refused to agree to. a formal ceremony with U.N. observers. 
Turkish offidah have repeatedly refused to negotiate with the PKK, 
which has been fighting* guerrilla war since 1984 in southeastern Turkey 
when; half of the country's 12 nuQioo Kurds are concentrated. .Over 3,000 
sojdicra, dviTntns and rebels have died in the fighting so for. Another PKK 
raid earfier in October killed II other sokfien, prompting new strikes by 
Turkish jets in northern Emjlastweek. 
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Israelis round up Muslim fundamentalists 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel rounded up dozens of activists 
of the Muslim fundamentalist group Hamas, including its deputy leader, 
Arab reporters said Saturday. The move apparently was aimed at 
preventing guerrilla attacks that could threaten Middle East peace talks. 
Hamas staunchly opposes the talks as a sellout. The sweep began late 
Friday in the occupied Gaza Strip, and troops detained several dozen 
Hamas activists, Arab reports said. Among those arrested was Ibrahim 
Yazonri, 55, the deputy leader of Hamas in Gaza, die reports said. The 
sweep started hours after U.S. Secretary of State James Baker and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Boris Pankin announced that the peace conference 
would begin Oct. 30 in Madrid. Dr. Mahmoud Zahar, a Gaza physician 
and Hamas leader, said Saturdy that the arrests were linked to the 
proposed peace talks. “This is a political campaign. It is an attempt to 
silence the voice of the opposition,' 1 be told the Associated Press. Arab 
reporters said 17 Hamas activists were detained in the Shall refugee camp, 
10 in Gaza City, and many more in the Nusdrat refugee camp. The exact 
figure was not known. Mr. Yazowi is a Gaza Gty pharmacist and heads a 
key Hamas institution, the Islamic Charitable Organisation. 
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; Iran ‘ready to send' 

*5 * troops to fight Israel' 

NICOSIA (AP) — ■ Iran’s Prea- 
* - dent Hasheim Rafsanjani Satur- 

’V ‘ ‘ ^ ty day condemned the planzied Mid- 
East peace conference and 
said Tehran, was ready to send 
troops to Israel to figh t alongside 
tv 3 ' s: Palestinians. “We are ready to 
Vs contribute to the needs of the 

• Palestinians,” the Islamic Repub- 

M* 5 News Agency quoted Mr. Raf- 
s -‘— a« ^ sanjani as saying. Opening a four- 

day inteniatioual conference in 
Tehran in support of the Palesti- 
°> an peofde, be said “Iran is even 
ready to dispatch troops to figfrt 
Israel along with the Paksti- - 
jjjrians.” The agency quoted Mr. 
f-* it Js^'R^feanjam as saying, the U.S.- 
sponsored peace confere n ce, ex- 
4 -. “ ^ £ i, pected to convene in Madrid, 
. ^ Spain on Oct. 30, was a “strategic 

blander.” Calling it an 4 ‘imposed 
. 4 - Jr conference,’' be said the talks 
woe aimed at sowing discord 
. :?■ l among Muslims. Predicting the 

. outamre ofthetalks,Mr. Rafsan- 
■ < * T5 piled jam said, “in my opinion this 
“ 1 ' conference will have a very weak 
achievement, if any.” 

China denies 
helping 

Iran nuclear prefect 

BEIJING (AP) — China Satur- 
day again denied involvement in 
developing Iran’s unclear 
weapons programme. The denial 
was made by the Foreign Ministry 
in response to a Washington 
Times report Wednesday that 
quoted U.S. officials as saying 
China was helping Iran tnfld a 
reactor that was part of a 
weapons programme. The 
also said Tehran was seek- 
ing to buy M-ll guided missiles 
horn China. A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman -called - the report 
“groundless.” China issued simi- 
lar denials this summer when 
U.S. officials arid 1 an " Iranian 
opposition leader named China 
as (me of several countries help- 
ing Iran develop conn- 
Chjna said in August that it 
wonld sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty, bat has not 
yet done so. 

Saud in Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — Saudi Arabian 
Foreign Minister Prince Sand A1 
Faisal arrived in Tunis Saturday 
with a message from King Fahd 
to Tunisian President Zinc AJ 
Abidroe Ben Ah’. ' 
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U.N.: 60,000 Iraqi 
7 - refugees In Iran. 

NICOSIA (R) — There are ab- 
i— out 60,000 Iraqi, refugees in 30 

' 'T: .camps in western and southern 

: _ ..T^scdra 1 ** die office of the United 
. . 7 i Nations Commissioner for 
^ .. % Refugees (UNHCR) said Satnr- 

r - :^i day in Tehran. It said 1.4 nrilKon 



■ dm gover n ment The UNHCR 

: ;7^said in a report carried by 
^ r- Iran's national news agency 

.--■?* ^jIRNAthat the Iraqis were in the 
: Boarder provinces of West Azai- 

.. c? ■ ^ baijan, Knrdestan, -Bakhtaran, 

■i-: Khuzestan and Lorestan. 

Major dealt blow by 
latest poll 

\ V iS* LONDON (R) — An opinion 
poll showing a seven-point lead 
for the o pp o a tion Labour Party 
V r , dealt a blow on Saranlay to the 

■ ‘“V-js-; British Conservative govern- 
4 "" menfs hopes of warning next 

; year’s general electron. Prime 

. Nfinister John Major must cafl an 
w election in the next nine months. 
3i** " 4 Other recent polk had pot the 
main parties about neck-and- 
^ But the Hank Poll for 

.. - >^7 1 Sunday’s Observer newspapor 
showed that 46 per cent wcmkl 
...■c' vote Labonr,np from 41per cent 
month. The Conservatives 
‘‘""V: git 39 per cent, down from 40 last 

^ -rs-' 7 31 month, and the minority liberal 
1 ,, 'Yr*Oj Democrats 12 per cent, down 
( from 13. The Observer survey 
^ - r^j found gravm^ pessmrism about 
> ~ C; the economy, mired tn recession 
1 k \ with uncnqArymeiit tiring shaxp- 
wonldrbe 


/'•«- 'j from 19 per cent to 15 per cent 
^ v*The number expecting to be 
- “ , < ^ woise.off rose from 24 per cent to 
- ” ' 7: *1 25 per cent The one bright spot 




the Conservatives was that 
j£. Mr. Males- remained well ahead 
** ^ Inborn leader Ne3 Kinoock io 

^^persooal popularity. Some 72 per 
fi ^ -cent thobgfrt Mr. M^or. was 
. - ^^dJdAar d oing a very good or fmly 


Jordan accepts invitation 
to peace conference, 
reaffirms its principles 


By a Jordan nmes Staff 
Reporter with agency 
dispatches 

AMMAN — ■ Jordan Saturday be- 
came the first coantry to formally 
amxnmce its acceptance of the 
American-Soviet invitation to 
attend the Middle East peace 
conference to be convened in 
Madrid, Spain, on OcL 30. 

Hie decision to accept the in- 
vitation, which was delivered to 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber ember in the day t was taken 
at a regular cabinet session 
chaired by Prime Minister Taher 
MasrL 

A cabinet statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said the decision “in principle” to 
accept the invitation was based 
on “the principles of the Jorda- 
nian policy since 1967 — which 
are c o mmi t m ent to international 
legitimacy and U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338, 
which call for exchange of land 
for peace and rale out the acquisi- 
tion of tenitoty by fence and call 
for Israeli wi th dra wa l from all 
occupied territories, including 
Jerusalem, and for ensuring die 
rights of the Palestinian people in 
order to achieve a just, durable 
and comprehensive solution to 
the Arab-IsraeS conflict." 


: The statement said that the 
“proposed peace conf eren ce pro- 
ndes a genome opportunity to 
achieve a just, durable and com- 
prehensive solution in the re- 


“The Jordanian government, 
in view of its realisation of the 
nature of Arab, regional and 
international changes and in ful- 
filment of its national and pan- 
Arab responsibilities, has decided 
to accept the invitation to attend 
the peace conference m a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delega- 
tion,” the statement said. 

The Jordanian position win be 
conveyed to the two sponsors of 
dm conference — the United 
States and the Soviet Union — 
through diplomatic channels, the 
statement added. 

The invitation to the peace 
conference was delivered to- Dr. 
Aha Jaber by American Ambas- 
sador Roger Harrison and Soviet 
Ambassador Yuri Gcradinov 
during a meeting at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

Speaking after being handed 
the formal invitation, Mr. Abu 
Jaber said: 

“We are optimistic and we 
hope that God will belp ns in this 
peace march became the road 
ahead of ns is a tough and a 
lengthy one.” 


Ambassador Hamsson said 
Washington expected to receive 
replies to the invitations by 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said be would dis- 
cuss preparations for the conference 
with Soviet Foreign Munster Boris 
Pankin who is doe in Jordan Sunday. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that Jordan was 
optimistic to a certain degree about 
the conference and hopes that aQ 
obstacles will be overcome. He cited 
Ifis Majesty King Hussein’s recent 
address to the national congress in 
which be said that the road ahead was 
long and hard. 

The foreign nriitister said Jordan 
welcomes the idea of holding the 
conference in Madrid and was confi- 
dent that the Spanish government 
wonld provide aQ fedfities for its 


The conference will be held at the 
min iste ria l level as provided for in the 
invitations sent to the concerned gov- 
ernments and the opening session will 
be aneuded by the UiL and Amer- 
ican presidents. Ambassador Harri- 
son said. 

The European Community and the 
United Nations as well as the six- 
member Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries will also take part 
in the opemng session as observers. 

The Golf states wQI be involved in 
the multiparty negotiations expected 
to start two weeks after the two or 
three-day opening session. Mr. Harri- 
son said. 

(CoadnKd on page 5) 


Palestinians submit list of 
14 peace delegates to U.S. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — After two days of Inten- 
sive negotiations. Palestinians 
from the occupied territories an 
Saturday named 14 delegates to 
Middle East peace talks, a 
Palestinian leader said. 

The designation of Palestinian 
negotiators is one of the key 
issues that needs to be resolved 
before the conference can be 
convened in Madrid on Oct.. 30. 

Israel has said it would only negoti- 
ate with Palestinians from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip who 
are not openly afflicted with die 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

The Palestinians insist they have 
the right to name their own nego- 
tiators, but app a rent ly have agreed 
under UJS. pressure to send .only 
delegates that will 'meet Israeli de- 


Palestinian leader Faisal Hnsseini 
said he handed the fist of names to, 
U.S. Consul Molly Wfifiamsou at hzs 
home id Jerusalem on Saturday after- 


noon. 

Mr. Hnsseini refused to give the 
names, saying the Palestinians would 
only make them puhfic after other 
conference participants have.. 
an no u nced whom they will send to 
die talks. 

. But a Palestinian source said the 
delegation would apparently be 
headed by Dr. Haider Abdul Shafi, 
71, a physician from the occupied 
Gaza Strip. . 

Dr. Abdul Shafi is a s up p orte r of 
the FLO’S main s tream Fateh faction 
headed by Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi was a member of 
the PLO’s first Executive Committee 
in 1964. In 1967, he was expelled by 
Israel to the Sinai, then Esraeh- 
occupied, but was later allowed to 
return to Gaza. 

The Palestinian source said that at 
fee request of the' Americans, fee 
names of the other delegates would 
not immediately be released. 

Palestinian leaden bad met wife 
U-S. Secretary of Stale James Baker 
in Jerusalem Friday to discuss the 
co m pos i tion of the Patestiniao.de- 
legation to peace talks. 


U.S. officials later said Mr. Baker 
fid not receive a complete list of 
names during the meeting. However, 
Mr. Baker later assured Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir that the 
Palestinian negotiators would meet 
Israel’s “parameters.” 

Israd refuses to accept Palestinians 
who live in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Israel also insisted that, no Palesti- 
nians srife obvious finks to the PLO 
be permitted in the talks. 

urale also rotes- out Palestinians 
firing outside the occupied lands, 
saying their presence would give legi- 
timacy k> demands that Palestinian 
refugees have a rigjb* to return to then- 
homes in what is now Israel. 

AO along, the Palestinians have 
imaged that they have the right to 
name their own d ele g a t ion, and hove 
coordinated their moves with .the 
PLO leadership. 

But they app are ntly have agreed to 
U-S- co mp ro mi se proposals, for ex- 
ample having East Jerualem repre- 
sented by a delegate who fives in a 
village on the outskirts of Jerusalem 
thatased to be part of the city before 
1967. 


Israeli hardliners set to 
battle over conference 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel’s 
right-wing gov e r nm ent could split 
over the summons to a Middle 
East peace conference but Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has 
been promised support from the 
left if hardliners desert Mm/ 
Housing Minuter Ariel Shar- 
on, a declared rival to Mr. Shamir 
for leadership of the Likud Party, 
called. Saturday for the- prime 
minister’s resignation and 
announced he would fight against 
the conference. 

Mr. Shamir has not gram a 
final ‘tyes” to Friday’s U.S.- 
Soviet invitation to Madrid but 
says he sees no better course. He 
faces his cabinet, the most con- 
servative in Israel's history, on 
Sunday. 

Leaders of three hawkish par- 
ties that hold the key to Mr. 
Shamir’s slender parliamentary 
majority say they wiD leave the 
gorarnment if peace talks touch 
on territorial compromise or* 
autonomy for Palestinians in toe 


occupied West Bank ' and Gaza 
Strip. 

“Lapd for peace” is.tbe basis erf 
the American policy on- which 
U.S. Secretary of Stales James 
Baker won Arab consent <p die 
conference, doe to open on Oct. 
30. 

Leftist opposition leaden 
promised Saturday to support the 
prime nmuster if riqgfo^ts bolted 
from the catenet. - 
“There will be no forgiveness 
for those who may cause tins 
historic journey to fail,” said a 
joint statement of three left-wing 


parties. 

Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres said Saturday be was happy 
to see the Likud leading Israel to 
the conference. 

Td much rather see than 
leading the coantry to the confer- 
ence than hindering the process,” 
he fold army radio. 

Right-wing parties are ex- 
pected to give grudging approval 
to the initial, ceremonial phase of 
the conference. 

- Several -prominent hawks, in- 
ducting Defence Monster Moshe 
Arens, are expected to support 
Mr. Shamir. 

. Mr. Arens, like the prime 
minuter, resisted the 1979 Camp 
David accord, which brought 
peace wjth Egypt, and opposes 
withdrawal from any occupied 
territory.. 

From Israel’s standpoint, the 
primary pre-conference issue yet 
to be resolved is the list of Palesti- 
nian delegates. 

Israel has demanded that no 
members of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) be in- 
ctaded on the list, and that the 
Paksthnans be residents of the 
occupied territories excluding. 
East Jerusalem. 

“Mr. Baker announced that he 
received a fist of Palestinians who 
met, in general; toe criteria we 
pot forward,” Mr. Shamir told 
reporters Friday. 

“But we are toe resentatives of 
a state, we cannot be satisfied 
with just tins, and we will find the 
ways to check this. Trust us." 


Egypt will be 
observer 
in Madrid 

CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosm Mubarak said Saturday the 
Egyptian delegation to this 
month's Middle East peace con- 
ference in Madrid will be no more 
than an observer. 

The comment contradicts the 
previous Egyptian position that it 
wifi attend the conference as a 
participant. Egypt is the only 
Arab state tied by peace treaty to 
Israel and had been expected to 
act as a go-between for the Arabs 
and the Jewish state. 

But Mr. Mubarak, speaking to 
reporters, would not say whether 
Egyptian delegates would inter- 
cede in or mediate bilateral Arab- 
Israeh talks ’expected after* the. 
confe ren ce. 

“Egypt will join as an observer 
in the conference,” he said. ^The 
presidents of the United States 
and the Soviet Union will attend, 
and we win send a delegation to 
attend only.” 

Wesley Egan, the U.S. charge 
d’affaires in Cairo, and Soviet 
Ambassador Vladimir Polyakov 
jointly met with Foreign Monster 
Amr Musa Saturday and told 
reporters afterward that they had 
delivered to him the conference 
invitation. 

Saeed Kamal, the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation's (PLO) 
Cairo representative, told repor- 
ters that PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat will visit Cairo next week 
to coordinate strategy on toe 
conference. 



Baker hopeful on Madrid 
talks; but no assumptions 


MADRID (Agencies)— U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker said Satur- 
day be was hopeful a Middle East 
peace conference would go ahead in 
Madrid OcL 30 and create “an active 
and viable peace process,” for the 
region. 

“We are bopefol there wifi indeed 
be this conference in Madrid, bat we 
do not take anything for granted and 
are not making any assumptions,” 
Mr. Baker told a news conference 
with Spanish Prime Minis ter Felipe- 
Gonzalez. 

Mr. Baker flew to Madrid from 
brad for a courtesy call on Mr. 
Gonzalez, after announcing in occu- 
pied Jerusalem Friday 0 the surprise 
choice of the Spanish capital as she of 
the co nfe rence. 

No responses have yet been re- 
ceived to the joint U.S^Saviet invita- 
tion to the talks, called after months 
of diplomacy. 

“We have been working cHigendy 
for the past seven months with the 


parties concerned and we hope they 
will respond positively and affirma- 
tively. Mr. Baker said. 

“We hope the people of the Middle 
Bast wifi have the opportunity to see 
created an active and viable peace 
process.” 

He said extensive letters of assur- 
ances bad been negotiated with each 
party, giving hope foe response would 
be pootive. 

The conference, brokered by the 
United States and die Soviet Union, 
is dcagned to bring together Israel, 
Syria, Lebanon and a joint Jordanian- 
Palesrinian delegation. Observers will 
mdacte Egypt, the Gulf Arab states, 
the Maghreb countries, foe United 
Nations and the European Commun- 
ity 

The invitations stated that the con- 
ference, to last three days, would be 
followed four days later by bilateral 
negotiations between Israel and each 
of foe Arab parties. There was no 
agreement yet on where such talks 


would be held. 

Asked why Madrid had been 
chosen for the conference, Mr. Baker 
said Spain had good relations with all 
the countries invited and extensive 
connections throughout the Middle 
East 

“We could not have found any- 
where a more cooperative spirit and a 
more willing attitude,” Mr. Baker 
said, thanking Mr. Gonzalez for tak- 
ing on “tins rather large responsibil- 
ity.” 

Mr. Gonzalez said Ins go v er nm ent 
bad 48 hours notice mat Madrid 
might be chosen and confirmation 24 
ho u rs later. He thanked Mr. Baker 
for U.S. confidence in the Spanish 
■ government. 

— There was no formal word on the 
site of the conference but the Royal 
Palace and the Patedo de Congresos, 
which has boused the European 
security con feren ce and a European 
Community summit, have been men- 
tioned as possible venues. 


Assad, 

Arafat 

meet 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, after prodding Palesti- 
nians to the Middle East confer- 
ence table, met Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad Saturday to buty 
years of animosity before historic 
peace talks with Israel. 

Recondlistion is expected to 
pave the way for a pre-peace 
conference summit of Mr. Arafat 
and the four Arab leaders whose 
countries border Israel. 

Syria, Israel's most unyielding 
Arab foe, said after talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
Wednesday it would attend the con- 
ference, which is co-sponsored by 
Washington and Moscow. It opens in 
Madrid on OcL 30. 

The PLO, barred from attending 
by Israel's refusal 10 speak to it, 
Friday sanctioned the idea of a joint 
PaJestinian-Jordanian delegation. 

Israel, which considen its final 
respoose at its regular Sunday cabinet 
meeting, has expressed concern about 
the behind-the-scenes role of the 

PLO. 

But Mr. Baker has said the names 
of the Palestinian delegates seem 
acceptable and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir says he mil recom- 
mend Israeli attendance. 

Mr. Arafat began talks with Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam im- 
mediately after arriving in the Syrian 
capital Saturday, his But visit for 
three yean. 

Presidential spokesman Joubran 
Kourieh said Mr. Arafat and Ira 
delegation met Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Khaddam at the presidential palace 
on Saturday evening. 

The PLO leader, who was expelled 
from Syria in 1983, may also meet 
visiting Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 
Pankin before leaving for Jordan and 
EgypL 

Syrian Foreign Minister Faronq AJ 
Shaiaa said ministers of the front line 
countries would meet soon to prepare 
(Cantoned on page 5) 


Kidnappers say hostage 
can meet wife and child 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Pro- 
Iranian kidnappers, in a further 
sign that the Lebanon hostage 
crisis may be nearing an end, 
have told one of their hostages 
that his wife and toe daughter he 
has never met can visit him. 

The Islamic Jihad for the Li- 
beration of Palesine (ULP), 
which has held two Americans 
since 1987 but remained silent 
throughout the latest flurry of 
hostage releases, said Friday it 
would allow university professor 
Jesse Turner for an boor. 

“I am very, very eager to see 
him even for one moment,” Badr 
Turner told the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) by 
telephone from the United 
States. 

She said she would go to Leba- 
non in a few days, adding: 

“I hope that it will be longer, 
than one hour and I hope that 
they allow him to come home 
with me. Of course, you know he 
hasn’t seen his daughter at all.” 

Mr. Turner, 44, a professor of 
computer science, was kidnapped 
with fellow American AUann 
Steen, 52, a professor of mass 
communication, from Beirut Uni- 
versity College by gunmen dis- 


guised as policemen in January 
1987. 

The offer from toe group hold- 
ing Mr. Turner came only hours 
after a second kidnap group de- 
nied it sought guarantees of per- 
sonal safety for its members if all 
toe hostages are freed. 

The developments late Friday 
gave rise to both optimism and 
pessimism over changes that the 
remaining nine Western captives 
in Lebanon could be freed soon. 

They also coincided with a 
U.S.-Soviet announcement that a 
Middle East peace conference 
will convene OcL 30, during a 
period wben world pressures for 
Israeli concessions will be acute. 

ULP released photos of Mr. 
Turner and another American it 
holds, Allann Steen. The other 
group, called simply Islamic 
Jihad, released a photo of Amer- 
ican journalist Terry Anderson. 

The two groups are believed to 
operate under the umbrella of 
Hizbollah (Party of God). 

The flood of photographs and 
statements over recent weeks 
sparked hope that the kidnap 
groups were moving towards 
freeing the remaining hostages. 1 


Pankin pledges to work 
for Israeli withdrawal 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 
Pankin pledged Saturday that 
Moscow would work for an- 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territories when landmark 
peace talks between the Arabs 
and Israelis open in Madrid on 
Oct. 30. 

Syrian presidential spokesman 
Joubran Kourieh said Mr. Pankin 
matte Ms promise daring talks in 
Damascus with President Hafez 
A! Assad. 

Mr. Kourieh said that Mr. 
Pankin, whose country is co- 
sponsoring the conference with 
the United States, said Moscow 
wanted to see a just peace in the 
Middle East on the basis of U.N. 
Security CbunciJ resolutions 242 
and 338, which call for an ex- 
change of occupied laud for 
peace. 

“The Syrian prerident reiterated 
Ms desire for peace and said all 
parties should work to achieve 
it,” Mr. Kourieh said. 

“Everybody has an interest in a 
just and comprehensive peace. 
Everybody should work to 
achieve this objective,” Mr. 
Kourieh quoted Mr. Assad as 
saying. 


Mr. Pankin and U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker issued in- 
vitations to toe conference fol- 
lowing talks in occupied Jeru- 
salem on Friday. 

Diplomats in Damascus said 
tire Soviet and U.S. ambassadors 
to Syria handed Foreign Minister 
Faronq A1 Sfaaraa invitations to 
the conference Saturday. 

Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Friday he would re- 
commend that the Jewish state 
should take part in the confer- 
ence because he saw no alterna- 
tive. 

Diplomats expect Mr. Pankin 
to meet Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat who is on a fence- 
mending visit to Syria ahead of 
the peace conference. 

Officials arid Mr. Pankin had 
earlier discussed arrangements 
for the peace conference and 
bilateral cooperation with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Faronq A1 Shar- 
aa. 

Mr. Pankin praised Syria's sup- 
port for the peace conference 
after he arrived in Damascus 
Friday and said Moscow would 
work hard to make it a success. 


Peace conference stirs hopes, scepticism and 
indifference among Jordanian public 


By Sana Adyefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians 
greeted the news that toe 
Middle East peace confer- 
ence will take place Oct. 30 
with mixed reactions domin- 
ated by scepticism that the 
parley wQI produce positive 
results for the Arab side and 
with cautious hope that the. 
negotiations is a first step 
towards achieving nat ional 
rights for the Palestinians. 

In random interviews with toe 
Jordan Tones Saturday, those 
who were against the peace con- 
ference appeared shocked and 
’saddened that toe peace confer- 
ence had now become a reality 
after U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker announced toe date 
and place of the commencement 
of negotiations between the 


Arabs and Israelis. 

Those who supported toe 
peace conference, however, 
were happy that the Arabs and 
Israelis would finally sit together 
at the negotiating table to settle 
toe decades-old Arab- Israeli 
conflict, but described toe con- 
ference as being imposed on the 
Arabs by tbe U.S., leaving them 
with no options. The supporters 
of toe conference also oiged the 

Arab negotiating teams to be 
forthcoming, strong, far-sighted 
and determined to achieve as 
modi of their rights as possible 
daring tbe negotiations. 

Some of toe supporters erf tbe 
A me r ica n- Soviet-spon sore d 
peace conference signed that 
going to tbe negotiations was 
important so that the Arab par- 
ties involved would prove to toe 
international community that 
they wanted peace famed on jus- 
tice, and dial if toe talks foiled, it 
wonld be doe to IsracTs intransi- 


gence not to give up anything for 


According to 27-year-old 
Rawabi Najeh, an art designer, it 
is necessary for toe Arabs to try 
to get what they want through 
peaceful negotiations and to fight 
out their rights with Israel. 

“We have nothing further to 
lose if we sat at toe negotiating 
table," Ms. Najeh asserted. 
“The important thing is to sit at 
toe table and negotiate with our 
own tenqs and conditions — 
especially where the occupied ter- 
ritories are concerned — bared 
on the cards we hold... which all 
come from international resolu- 
tions. 

She was optimistic that the 
outcome of the conference would 
eventually achieve something few 
the Arab side. ■ 

Aref Zalatimo, a gynaecolog- 
ist from a pr ominent Jerusalem 
family, was optimistic that the 
negotiations would lead to some- 


thing positive for toe Arabs, tx 
insisted that tbe conference wj 
forced on the concerned partres 
“11118 conference is the on] 
option we have from the U.S 
empire, and we can't do anythin 
about it,” be said. But he ab 
thought that toe conference wi 
a step to “at least stop toe brae 
expansion 'that has continued i 
toe last 40 to 50 years.” 
“Today we have to be reahsti 
and leave the hope for the ft 
tare. But in the meantime, w 
have to get what we can,” C 


reaction as “hopeful with 5 
servations.” 

He argued, however, tfa 
there were intfications that t 
U.S. had “fostmterestin Israel 
and that the superpower won 
try to be objective during ; 
sponsorship of toe oonferenc 
“But we don't know how mu 

(Confined on page 5) 
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Turkish parties end 
election campaign; 
2 killed in blasts 


Israeli Arabs mood 
mixed on peace talks 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
.4 politicians made their final 

* appeals to voters Saturday with 

• noisy motorcades and rallies. 
Opinion polls predict that Sun- 

^ -day’s vote win bring defeat for 
l^he Motherland Party after eight 
»Cyeais in power. 

*~Ji A policeman and a guard were 
1 •felled Friday night by a bomb at a 
^Motherland Party district office 
■40 Istanbul, where nine bombs 
t-fiave exploded in the past week. 

But stepped-up violence by 
Kurdish and left-wing guerrillas 
has not kept the campagin from 
being seen as a success for Tur- 
-fcish democracy. 

It is the third general election 
‘since civilian rale was restored 
- after a military coup in 1980 and 
the first in which no party has 
been banned Grom the contest on 
political grounds. 

A pro-Kurdish party was bar- 
red on a technicality but is run- 
ning anyway in the southeast in 
partnership with an opposition 
party. 

Open displays of Kurdish 
nationalism have been common 
during electioneering in south- 
eastern provinces under 
emergency rule because of a Kur- 
dish guerrilla struggle for inde- 
pendence 

Elsewhere in Turkey, hot-air 
balloons, parachute displays and 
mass circumcisions have brought 
a carnival feeling to the eight- 
week campaign. Candidates tour 
.flag-decked streets with music 
.and slogans blaring from louds- 
peaker vans. 

The polls predict victory for the 
, .centre-right True Path Party 
(DYP) of six-times Prime Minis- 
ter Suleyman Denhrel, but he 
. may not win an overall majority 
! in the 450-seat parliament. 

Motherland, founded by Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal and now led try 
Prime Minister Mesut Yflmaz, is 
, lying third in most polls after the 
, Social Democratic Populist Party 
(SHP) of Erdal Inonu. 

.. Intricate electoral roles defy 
, and easy correlation between die 
. popular vote and seats won, mak- 
; ing the result hard to predict. 
Newspapers said a coalition- 
seemed inevitable. 

Mother) and has presided over 
eight years of rapid growth in 
Turkey, but inflation, uneven 
wealth distribution and .Mr. Oz- 
al's own unpopularity have hurt 
its chances of winning., a. .third 
term. 

' Politicians made last-minute 
appeals to voters with noisy 
motorcades and rallies Saturday 
at the chmax of a campaign 
marked by wild promises but 


relatively little modsKnguig. 

“We have witnessed perfect 
maturity among political par- 
ties,” wrote columnist Oktay 
Eksi in Hurriyet newspaper. ‘We 
have heard not one leader say a 
hurtful word against another.” 

Parties bought double-page 
advertisements in Saturday news- 
papers, promising lower prices, 
zero unemployment, better pro- 
tection of human rights and eco- 
nomic development. 

“Fifty per cent off all road and 
bridge tolls,” promised DYP. 

“It's my task to take Turkey 
into the next century as a de- 
veloped country.” declared 
Prime Munster Mesut Yflmaz. 

An advertisement of the Islamic 
fundamentalist Welfare Party 
showed 12 people voicing distaste 
for the present system in secular 
but Muslim Turkey. “Let us all 
set up a ‘just order’ to live as 
human beings in a new world,” 
the party said. 

An SHP- paid double page 
showed Mr. Demird, Mr. Ozal, 
former Prime Minister Yildirim 
Akbulut and Mesut Yflmaz as 
indentical dolls. “Turkey wfll 
break this vicious cycle,” the cap- 
tion read. 

Television has come into its 
own, with debates between party 
leaders, stick advertising dips and 
use of satellite stations to evade 
nonnal restrictions on party poli- 
tical broadcasts. 

A tight aircraft used by Moth- - 
land to scatter leaflets over the 
southern city of Adana crashed 
jon Saturday, killing two people, 
including the pilot, Anatolian 
news agency said. 

Guerrillas of the underground 
Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left) 
group and the separatist Kurdish 
Workers party (PKK) have step- 
ped up attacks in the nm-tip to 
the voting. 

.Dev-Sol claimed Thursday's 
wounding of a Motherland candi- 
date in the Western province of 
Bursa and the killings of five 
policeman and a retired general 
in Istanbul last week. 

The PKK it carried out Thurs- 
day's attack on an airforce bus in 
Istanbul, in which five sendee- 
men were wounded. 

It said the attack was in reprisal 
for Turkish cross-border raids on 
its bases in northern Iran and 
week ago. Ankara launched 
those raids after a PKK border 
attack killed 11 Tur kish troops. 

Thirteen people — seven guer- 
rillas, three soldiers, a policeman, 
a village guard and a civilian — 
have died in dashes in the mainly 
Kurdish southeast since 
Wednesday. 


Palestinians airlifted to U.S. 
after Gulf war trying to stay 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Their 
plight is a legacy of the Gulf war. 
They are at least 500 Palestinians, 
among a group of 2,000 to 3,000 
people airlifted out of Kuwait 
after Iraq’s invasion and admitted 
to the United States. 

They cannot go bade to Kuwait 
and time is running out for them 
to stay here, the American- Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) announced Thursday. 

Immigration documents allow- 
ing them to remain in the United 
States expire Dec. 31. The farm- 
ties say U.S. immigratison offic- 
ers have told them they will be 
subject to deportation ax the end 
of the year. 

i And the government of Kuwait 
Uas told them it would not take 
them back, they add. 

They were flown to this coun- 
try as a humanitarian gesture 
because at least one fondly mem- 
ber is a U.S. citizen, in most 
instances a child. 

“We are grateful to those Un- 
ited States officials who saved our 
lives” but “quiet simply, all of 


these families have no place to 
go,” Dr. Iyad A1 Shnrafo, a 
physician and spokesman for the 
people, tokl a news conference. 

The number of Palestinians in- 
volved is in dispute. There are 
about 500, says die U.S. hnmigre- 
tion and Naturalisation Service 
(INS). But Dr. Shnrafo says the 
number is over 2,000, when chil- 
dren are taken into account. INS 
says 2,200 people of various 
nationalities were airlifted out of 
Kuwait to the United States. The 
Anti-Discrimination Committee 
says the figure was 3,000. 

The ADC has asked President 
George Bush to issue an execu- 
tive order allowing the families to 
remain here for another four 
years. 

That would all ow most of them 
time to receive permanent resi- 
dent status. 

The committee also wants Con- 
gress to pass legislation granting 
them permanent resident status 
outright or allow them to remain 
in the United States on an ex- 
tended basis. 


The Jerusalem Post 

NAZARETH — Uncertainty 
mixed with hope appears to char- 
acterise the mood among Israeli 
Arabs in the run-up to the prop- 
wed regional peace conference, 
according to leading residents of 
fiiis mixed Mustim-Christian city. 

Feelings nm the gamut from 
outright rejection of the U.S.- 
bxokcred attempts to bring peace 
to the region, to grudging willing- 
ness and even optimistic forecasts 
that ultimately the Palestinian 
people will have a date of their 
own alongside Israel. 

The optimism is based on the 
chan ge that have occurred in the 
region in the wake of the Gulf 
war and the world balance of 
power. 

“I believe the door to peace 
has now been opened and no- 
body, not Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir nor his right-wing 
partners will be able to dose it,” 
said businessman Awad Abu 
Sim, a leading member of the 
Roman Catholic community. 

“My optimism is based on the 
fact that the world wants peace in 
this region, and both America 
and the Soviet Union are pushing 
for this. A dassic example was 
what happened to Iraq, which 
tried to ignore U.N. resolutions 
but was eventually forced to com- 
ply with them. 

“1 have actually begin to think, 
rather than dream, that the time 
will come when (as an Israeli 
citizen) I will be able to visit 


neighbouring And) countries.” 

He maintained, however, flrat 
lasting peace would not be 
achieved unless there was inter- 
national and, more important, 
Israeli recognition of the right of 
Palestinians to self- 
detennination. “This is the mini- 
mum that is required to end the 
conflict,” he said. 

Lutfy Masbour, editor-in-chief 
of the mass circulation Arabic 
weekly Ai Sennara said the mood 
among Israeli Arabs was mixed. 

There were those who felt the 
Palestinians had made enough 
concessions and feared “another 
Camp David.” Others thought 
the Americans were pushing 
Israel into a trap, while the 
majority believed that file Palesti- 
nians had little choice but to 
attend the conference. 

Mashour said most Israeli 
Arabs and Palestinians had com- 
pletely lost faith in the ability or 
desire of Arab countries and their 
leaders to help them. 

“There is also the feeling that if 
the Palestinians don’t enter the 
negotiations now, Arab countries 
would be happy not to represent 
them,” he said. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Movement, which has wide- 
spread support in the Triangle 
and to a lesser extent in Galilee, 
is the only body so for to have 
publicly opposed Palestinian par- 
ticipation in the peace conference 
for “religious and ideological” 
reasons. 


Iranian rebels put up 
impressive show of might 


ASHRAF .CAMP, Iraq (R) — 
The husband and wife leaders of 
rebels fighting to overthrow 
Iran’s Shiite Muslim government 
Friday reviewed the biggest para- 
de of military muscle their 
National Liberation Army 
(NLA) has organised. 

Massoud Rajavi, leader of the 
exiled Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 

movement, and his wife, Mariam, 
took the salute at a four-hour 
march-past of tanks, artillery and 
hardware they say they wfll soon 
use to overthrow the “Khomeini 
mullahs” in Tehran. 

“I will answer all your ques- 
tions in my country,” Mr. Rajavi 
told re po rte rs after be arid his 
wife hud a wreath at a cemetery 
to 43 guerrillas killed in Iranian 
operations against the group's 
bases in Iraq in March and April 
during foiled twin revolts against 
tire Iraqi government. 

Asked when that would be, 
Mr. Rajavi replied only “sooner 
than you think” before driving off 
with his wife and another senior 
woman figure, Mujabedeen-c- 
Kbalq Deputy Secretary-General 
Fahimeh Ervani, to the parade. 

The occasion was the second 
anniversary of the election to the 
post of secretary-general of 38- 
year-old Mariam, who is credited 
by her su pp ort ers with turning 
the five-year-old NLA from foot 
soldiers into a mechanised fight- 
ing force. 

“She has no nrititary back- 
ground, she has a degree in 
metallurgy, but she has trans- 
formed us,” said Farzin Hasbemi, 
from the movement’s London 
office. 

At least 140 Chinese, Soviet 
and Britisb-made tanks as well as 
a score of heavy artillery pieces, 
dozens of armoured personnel 
camera and batteries of Katyusha 
rocket Launchers were driven past 
the reviewing stand at this base 50 
kilometres from the Iranian bor- 
der. 

Jeep-mounted rocket batteries 
are said to be Mariam’s brain- 
child as are anti-aircraft guns 
mounted on armoured peraounel 
carriers. 

By the standards of resistance 
groups the world over, it was an 
impressive display erf might. The 


march-past included some 60 air- 
men — the NLA has no airforce 
— frogmen, flatbed trucks, repair 
vehicles, scores of commumca- 
tions jeeps and ambulances. 

Spokesmen declined to say 
whether the NLA had put its 
entire army on display for the 
benefit of journalists in Iraq to 
cover the Gulf war aftenriath. 
“We have several bases and many 
men along the border,” said one. 

Many tank* were, driven by 
women in drab olive fatigues and 
red headscarves, the uniform of a 
movement that says it counts on 
women for 30 per cent of its 
fighting force, which is estimated 
at up to-' 40,000.- 

It believes that the participa- 
tion of -women wflT ben draw-ip 
Iran where, ft says, women are 
repressed by the brand of Islam 
followed by President AH Akbar 

Hashemi Bafamj ani.. 

The NLA, which is based in 
Iraq, is dedicated to the over- 
throw of Mr. Raftanjanf s gov- 
ernment which it says has bet- 
rayed the people by following the 
Islamic revolution of the late 
Ayatollah Ruhoflah Khomeini. 

“The mullahs have been feeing 
a tremendous crisis in the country 
for the past three months. The 
entire country has been the scene 
of protests, de m onst rat io ns and 
dashes between citizens and the 
regime,” said Mohammad 
Mohadessin, head of the move- 
ment’s foreign affairs depart- 
ment. 

“This surge comes at a time 
when tire regime’s economy is on 
the brink of bankruptcy with $20 
billion of foreign debt, $150 bfl- 
lion in domestic debt, 50 per cent 
inflation and unemployment cre- 
ated entirely by the mullahs,” he 
said. 

The movement, which mixes 
Marxism and Islam, says it is 

fighting- from rear bases in Iraq to 

form a provisional government 
followed by free and fair elec- 
tions. 

Iraq, which fought the 1980-88 
war with Iran, formalised a peace 
agreement with Tehran in the 
early days of the Gulf crisis to 
free troops from its eastern bor- 
ders for duty in the sooth. 


Iraq appeals to UNESCO middle east wEats ni bmp 

for end to U.N. sanctions Polisario:Moroccan drive threatens poll 

PARIS (R) — The Polisario Runt, fighting for the independence 

of Western Sahara, accused Morotro Friday of lamchmg a massive 

settlement drive that threatened Friday of taundnng a massive 
settlement drive that threatened a U.N. referendum on the future 
of the disputed territory. “The operation to settle Western Sahara 
has never been so massive and dangerous as rince the United 
Nations moved into the territory. We have never seen such 
alarming proportions,” PoUsario spdusnHB Mohammad Shiah 
said. He said 35,000 Moroccans bad been poured into toe area and 
170,000 more were expected for a visit by King Hassari on Nov, 6. 
“It is a slap in the face for the Uniied Nations and the mferoalioBal 
community. It shows a determination to violate the peace ptan," 
Mr.- Sidati told Renters. “We demand toe departure of all the 
settlers and we ask the Security Council to art to put an end to the 
king’s new march. For us the referendum cannot take place under 
these conditions." Rabat and the Algerian-based Potisario have 
accused each other of violating a Sept. 6 U.N.-sponsored ceasefire 
doe to lead to a referendum on the territory’s status early next 
year. The .United Nations wants the electorate to be based on a 
1974 census by Spanish colonial authorities, which estabtixhai a 
population of 74,000. Morocco, which took -control of the territory 
after Spain withdrew in 1975, argues that 120,000 Saharans were on 
Moroccan soil at the time and should be allowed to vote. “Morocco 
wants to make the task of the identification commission impossible. 


PARIS (Agencies) — Iraq 
appealed Friday for an end to the 
United Nations blockade on it, 
saying “hundreds of children are 
dying daily from lade of food and 
medicine.” 

Iraqi Education Minister Dcmat 
Abdallah Al Bazaz spoke at the 
biennial general conference of 
the U.N. Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 

Mr. Bazaz said that fixe Gulf 
war that ended the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait had destroyed 
schools, educational equ ipm ent, 
books, housing, and cultural 
sites. 

To satisfy the needs of five 
mflHon Iraqi students is today an 
extremely complex affairs, creat- 
ing a situation without equal in 
the world,” be told assembled 
delegates from 163 countries. 

The United Nations has mam- 
tamed a strict trade embargo 00 
Iraq of force it to comply with 
ceasefire resolutions requiring it 
‘to reveal and destoiy fas weapons 
of mass destruction. The U.N. 
Security Council has allowed 
Baghdad to sell some oil to pay 
for food and medicine. 

Mr. Bazaz called the embargo 
“an mjnst blockade frpp^d by 
the dominant powers in the 
world” and said it had caused the 
death of 150,000 Iraqi children. 

UNESCO’s executive board 
last week prevented a proposed 
Iraqi resolution condemning 
dawiay to cultural sites in the 
Gulf war from being up on the 
general conference agenda. 

‘Missing’ Kuwaitis 

Iraq and its Gulf war foes met 
in a special “repatriation commis- 
sion” this week but foiled to 
resolve die issue of 2,100 people 
listed by Kuwait as missing, die 
International Co mmi ttee of the 
Red Cron (ICRC) said Friday. 


■ The two-day Geneva meeting, 
in which Iraqi representatives 
met with delegates from Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, the United States, 
Britain and France, was the sixth 
of a commission set up by the 
ICRC after dm Gulf war. 

But ICRC delegate Angelo 
Gnaedmger told repo rters two 
problems remained when the 
meeting ended on Thursday — 


for information on their 
who could not be identified. 

Kuwait last month gave the 
ICRC a list of 2400 people it said 
were still missing, most of them 
betierodto have been rounded up 
in the final days of- the war in 
February. 

According to Mr.Gnaedmger, 
Iraq replied that it had no prison- 
ers left, and it renewed requests 
for information on Iraqi sokfierc 
killed during the war but not yet 
identified. 

He added: “It has not been 
objectively established how 
many died on the battlefield so no 
precise figure can be given on 
bow many unidentified Iraqis 
there are.** 

Mr. Gnaedinger said the ICRC 
had taken care that political 
issues — such as reports that the 
U.S. broke the Geneva conven- 
tion by burying Iraqi sokfiers 
alive in their trendies by using 
tanks fitted with ploughshares — 
did not interfere with the purely 
“practical” discussions in 
Geneva. 

Iraq last month asked -the 
ICRC to pan on a request to the 
American government for more 

mfoni Birinn OH (be lrilHng t 

Mr. Gnaedinger said the 
Americans responded to the re- 
quest early this month by pro- 
vided geographical locations in- 
side Iraq where the operations 
took jrface. The ICRC had passed 
the information on to Iraq. 


Saudis and Islamic 
bodies boosting aid 
to Soviet Muslims 


MECCA, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Spurred by a rerival of Islam in 
the Soviet Union, Saudi Arabia 
; and the^worid Muslim txxfies^it . 
hades . have shipped Korans, j 
Helped' rSrafld' Soviet 'uwAjuriT Hr j 
advanced: .money, to Mtiacow.. j 
Now they want to expand their ‘ 
help. 

“Muslims worldwide wiD ex- 
tend a helping hand to uplift 
Soviet Muslims and further 
spread Mam in the Soviet Un- 
ion,” said Halim Hassan Qazi of 
the World Muslim League. 

Mr. Qazi, an assistant secret- 
ary-general for organisations and 
stpdies, said in an interview Tues- 
day that the League would sharply 
boost its help to Soviet Muslims, 
but gave no specifics^ 

The league and another body, 
the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference, (OIQ, hope for a 
rejuvenation of faith among die 
Soviet Union's Muslims, esti- 
mated to number between 60 
million and 80 minio n. 

Both groups are based in Saudi 
Arabia, whose leadership is using 
its vast ofl riches to help Muslims 
as well as advancing $1.5 bOHon- 
— two-thirds in cash and one- 
third in credit facilities — to help 
toe ailing Soviet economy. 

In addition Saudi Arabia and 
its conservative Gulf allies re- 
portedly have pledged to advance 
another $5 billion in cash and 
credit to the Soviets. 

Mr. Qazi said the Mecca-based 
Muslim League’s first steps to 
help Soviet Muslims included set- 
ting up brick factories in Musfim 
republics to provide materials for 
btAdmg and repair of m o sques. 

“This has saved a lot erf money 
and effort because many of the 
historic mosques needed repair,” 


Mr. Qazi said. 

But his refusal to elaborate 
about future plans was indicative 
of cantkm T possibly 

because of toe unstable situation 
in the .‘T / 

j The stxi p repifofics" that vfaave 
sizeable ■Muslim populations have 
not declared independence, much 
to the chagrin of commentators in 
the pro-gove rnm ent Saudi press. 

Diplomats said Saudi officials 
have quietly spread the message 
that they will not tolerate any. 
crackdown against unrest in the 
Soviet republics. 

Hus contrasts with Iran’s repe- 
ated public warnings against any 
Soviet crackdown on the repub- 
lics. 

Iran’s government is Shiite 
while Saudi Arabia's more cau- 
tious leadership is Sumo, and the 
two branches of the Mnstim faith 
are rent by an ancient divide, 
although tics between Tehran 
and Moscow have improved re- 
cently. Soviet Musfims are a mix- 
ture of Sunni and Shnte. 

In toe neighbouring Red Sea 
port city of Jeddah, officials at 
the 45-member OIC said they tod 
not exclude membership requests 
by Soviet Islamic republics. 

The officials, speaking on con- 
dition they .not be named, said 
some Soviet Muslim republics 
aright attend the December Isla- 
mic ffi w m w i t in Dakar, Sandal, as 
fall members, observers or 


They also said OIC Secretary- 
General Hamid Al Gahid wfll 
visit Albania this week to inspect 
condition of Mnsfims there, as. 
part of toe organisation’s opening 
towards East and Central 
Europe. 


It is trying to justify a new march, a massive transfer of population 
to Western Sahara,” Mr. Sadati said. 

Sweden protests to PLO, Israel over killing 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden said Friday it had protested to 
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) over the 
killing last month of a Swedish U.N. soldier in Lebanon. Sweden’s 
Foreign Ministry said in a statement that it had separately 
contacted Israel's ambassador to Stockholm and the FLO repre- 
sentative to convey the protest. It added the United Nations in 
New York had given a corresponding protest. Sergeant Alf 
Kenneth 'Michael Fransson, a Swed e serving in the United Nations 
Interim Force In Lebanon (UNIFXL), was killed on Sept. 13 during 
a Palestinian guerrilla raid in southern Lebanon. SgL Fransson, 
who had been taken hostage in a hut along with 11 other U.N. 
soldiers, was shot in a flurry of gunfire. The United Nations later 
said the gunfire was initiated by sokfiers of the Israeli army and of 
the South Lebanese Army (SLA) who had surrounded the hut. 

Saudi financier denied Argentine visa 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — The government rejected a request for 
a visa by Gbaith Pharaon, the San<fi financier implicated in the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce International (BOCI) scandal, a 
newspaper reported Friday. The interior ministry denied the visa 
after, consulting, with the presidency. La Nation reported. 
Luxembourg-based BCCI, in which Mr. Pharaon owned a 15 per 
dent stake, was shut down last July by regulatory officials in 
England, the United Stales and other countries investigating 
charges it laundered drug money, trafficked in arms and bribed 
public officials. The' Federal Reserve Board, in Washington has 
charged Mr. Pharaon fronted for BCCI in its illegal takeovers of 
four U.S.' banks. The Fed has sought to ban Mr. Pharaon from 
involvement in the U.S. hanking industry. Mr. Pharaon has denied 
the charges. The visa application was made at an Argentine | 
embassy in a Middle Eastern, country that was not identified. Mr. 
Pharaon is buikfing a luxury hotel on downtown Buenos Aires, and i 
co-owns a jojoba plantation in die northwest province of Salta on 
Argentina’s border with Bolivia. 

Police charity refuses Libya’s donation 

LONDON (AP) — A police charity decided Friday to refuse a gift 
.of £250,000 ($425,000) from Libya that came with a letter of regret 
-for- the killing of a policewoman by gunfire from the Libyan 
.embassy in London seven years agq.xhe Police Dependents’ Trust 
said it did not want to accept the oner because of Libya’s “record 
of support for terrorist organisations,” including the outlawed Irish 
Republican Army, “who have been responsible for the deaths of 
British police officers.” It has applied to die charity commissioners 
for formal permission to turn down the gift When Libya offered 
the donation in June it drew an angry response from many fronts, 

. and toe dead policewoman’s mother called it “blood money” that 
should not be accepted. -Yvonne Fletcher was shot dead in April 
1984 by a mpn firing through a window of the Libyan embassy in St 
James’s Square. Eleven others were wounded. The British govern- 
ment severed relations with Libya. 

Chad’s coup leaders accused of Libya contacts 

PARIS (R) — The leader of a foiled coup in Chad had made 
unauthorised agreement with Libya, Chadian Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Soungui said in an interview published Friday. Interior 
Minister Maktoum Bada Abbas, arrested in the wake of last 
Sunday’s foiled coup in which at least 20 people were killed, signed 
a pact three weeks ago in Tripoli. He said it was a declaration of 
intent on an exchange of intelfigence' and a free flow of people 
between the countries. “I had to go to Tripoli myself to tell (Libyan 
leader) Muammar Qadhafi this declaration was null and void Mr, 
Soungui told ' the French evening newspaper La Croix. ' 

Greece offers cooperation on Cyprus 

AT HEN S (R) — Greece offered Friday to work with any Turkish 
government that emerges from Sunday's election in order to 
resolve the Cyprus issue, a target U.S. President George Bush has 
set for 1991. Prime Minister Constantine Mftsotakjs tokl a sp ecial 
parliamentary session cfiBcnsnng foreign policy that his gover nm ent 
wa s pre pared to continue effors to reunite the divided island in a 
federation with any Turkish government. Cyprus's Greek and 
Turkish communities have been divided since 1974 when Turkey 
invaded and occupied the northern third of the island after a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia engineered by the mffitary junta then 
rati ng Gte ecc. Mr. Bush said during a visit to the two NATO allies 
this summer that he would push for a solution on Cyprus within toe 
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Centrist candidate elected to Women’s Federation 
presidency; 60 Islamists boycott polls 


By Mariam M. Sfaahls 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high voter 
turnout, the election of a cen- 


tre boycott of about 60 Islam- 
ist voters who did not register 
marked the Women’s Federa- 
tion elections Friday. 

Out of a possible registered 
voter turnout of 426, 401 
women crammed into the 
Jordanian Chamber of Indus- 
tries Hall to cast their votes for 
federation president as well as 
the eight seals on the executive 
committee that , were being 
contested. 

While the post of .president 
went to centrist candidate 
Haifa Abu-Ghazaleh, known 
to have the snpport of former 
federation President Haifa A1 


Bashir, the . “Unity Bloc" a 
coalition of independent, liber- 
al and leftist women, won a 
sweeping victory by taking all 
eight seats on the executive 
committee. 

The race for the post of 
president hinged on a bloc of 
thirty votes, reportedly con- 
trolled by the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party. The bloc of thir- 
ty apparently voted for Ms. 
Abu-Ghazaieh, who received a 
total of 205 votes, according to 
federation observers. 

Hie candidate of the Unity 
Bloc, Rabab Nabnlsi, received 
174 white a third candidate, 
Leila Abo Nab, received 4 
votes. Seventeen blank ballots 
were cast- in the presidential 

election. 

While the ladies that lost 
showed no hard feelings, it was 


evident that the race for presi- 
dent was a close one in that the 
bloc vote was expected to go to 
Ms. Nabnlsi. 

The Unity Bloc which Ms. 
Naboisi represents has at least 
one communist in its coalition, 
which won the 8 remaining 
seats on the 17-seat executive 
committee. The other 8 seats 
on the committee go to the 
president of each govemorate 
in die Kingdom. The president 
of the federation automatically 
assumes a seat on the executive 
committee. 

The committee is composed 
for the first time in the federa- 
tion's history by a group of 

semi -politicised women that 
hope to catapult qualified 
females in the Kingdom into 
the public and political arena. 


said one of the new members 
of the executive committee. 

The boycott of the Islamist 
women in the federation 
marked what seemed to be the 
beginning of yet another round 
of deliberations on the legality 
of election procedures. 

Spokeswoman for the Islam- 
ist group Lutfieb Zmeih said 
that women associated with 
her group had contacted 
lawyers to prove that the vot- 
ing procedures used in Friday’s 
elections were contrary to the 
federation’s constitution. 

The Islamist group, she said, 
would not participate in fed- 
eration efectkms oirD they con- 
sidered them legal. 

The group is closely associ- 
ated with Muslim Brotherhood 
in Jordan. 


Parliament member condemns 
Israeli conviction of Hamas leader 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Lower 
House of Parliament member has 
voiced strong condemnation of 
Israel’s conviction of an old man 
to life imprisonment after accus- 
ing him of being behind resist- 
ance activity against die Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land. 

The conviction of 56-year-old 
Sheikh Ahmad Hassin, leader of 
the Muslim movement Hamas, in 
die past week is a flagrant viola- 
tion of the Palestinian people’s 
rights in their own homeland and 
a manifestation of Israel’s con- 
tinued human rights violations, 
said Bassam Haddadin. 

Sheikh Yassin was convicted by 
a military comt in Gaza last 
Wedn esday of manslaughter, in- 
citement and beading an illegal 
organ i sa t ion. The man, confined 
to a wheel chair since childhood, 
was sentenced to life in prison for 
man s laugh ter plus 15 years on 
other charges. 


Sheikh Yassin’s disability and 
sickness were sufficient justifica- 
tion for the Israeli court to com- 
mune the sentence, and then- 
refusal to do so is a dear indica- 
tion of the inhuman nature of die 
Israelis and their disregard of 
human rights, Mr. Haddadin 
added. 

He asked: “What would have 
been die case bad the convicted 
been an Israeli in another part of 
the world?” 

Sheikh Yassin had set a heroic 
.example of steadfastness and de- 
fiance of Israeli arrogance, pro- . 
ring the Palestinian people's re- 
solve to confront and to resist die 
presence of Israeli troops in Arab 
lands, Mr. Haddadin said. 

The deputy appealed to human 
rights organisations and Amnesty - 
International to interfere and en- 
sure a retrial of Sheikh Yassin at 
the hands of honest judges from 
European countries in the pre- 


sence of human rights officials so 
that die old man’s rights can be 
safeguarded. 

Meanwhile, in statements pub- 
lished in the Paris-based Middle 
East magazine, Sbeikb Yassin 
voiced his group’s rejection of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) decision to take partin the 
peace conference. The decision 
does not meet the requirements 
and the aspirations of die Palesti- 
nian people, be said. Sheikh Yas- 
sin expressed bis belief that Israel 
would not give up one inch of the 
occupied lands. 

Sheikh Yassin denied that 
Hamas was executing Palestinian 
collaborators with Israel without 
proper trial. He said that Hamas 
has* executed only a handful of 
people who bad admitted to com- 
mitting their crimes and were 
sentenced after due trial in 
accordance with the teachings of 
the Koran. 
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Ex-U.S. soldiers to seek end 
to American aid to Israel 


By Nut Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN V- Eight 
members ’ -of ‘tiier Amerf 
Aimed Forces, who quit the 
military during and after the 
Vietnam war for reasons of 
conscience, left Amman on 
Friday for die United States to 
begin intense campaigns in 
favour of die Palestinians and 
Iraqis. 

The group., calling itself the 
1991 Veteran’s Delegation to 
die Middle F*st, is not affili- 
ated with any political party or 
ideology. They spent 10 days in 
the West Bank and 12 days in 
Iraq. 

Because the United States is 
involved in the Palcstiman- 
Israeli issue, “We felt it is our 
duty to go there to understand 
and see what was necessary in 
terms of medical aid and 
amputees in particular because 
two of the team’s members are 
amputees,” .said Bill Kelsey, 
who quit the military after the 
Vietnam War. 

Since the outbreak of the 
Gulf crisis, peace and factfind- 
ing missions beading for Iraq 
and the Israeli occupied terri- 
tories via Jordan have not been 
an unfamiliar sight to the pub- 
lic. 

Despite this, “there is a lot 
of confusion among the peace, 
move m ent. There is a reeling 
of failure,” Mr. Kelsey said. 

Elaborating, he added that 
questions are being raised as to 
the effectiveness of these mis- 
sions. 

On the other hand, “We 
need to understand 1 and it is 
really apalling that the level of 
ignorance among the Amer- 
ican pobfic is high. People real- 
ty do not know what is going 
on In this region,” be said. 


In that respect, “we visited 
die two countries to find out 
what we could do (for them hr * 
the U.S.) and what position we : 
should take.” 

The group will be talking to 
their fellow citizens and com- 
munity leaders in the United 
States. Several people in the 
group are well known, accord- 
ing to Mr. Kelsey, and will be' 
taken seriously in die peace 
movement. 

“Our guidance will be taken . 
seriously,” he said. 

In the case of the 
Palesturian-Israeli problem, 
the group would like to see all 
aid to Israel cut off. “Not aid 
made to Israel on condition of 
ce rtain behaviour,, rather, the 
whole notion of aid to (Israel) 
has to be looked at,” Mr. 
Kelsey told die Jordan Times. 

One tenth of one per cent of 
the world's population receives 
as much aid from the United 
States as the remaining of the 
99.9 per cent of the world’s 
population, be said, 

“Let us say that (even if) 
Israel was the most perfect 
country in the world, there is 
still something wrong with the 
ratio,” Mr. Kelsey said. “So afl 
of us are caffing for real thor- 
ough, profound reassessment 
of the U.S. -Israeli rela- 
’ tionsbip.” 

According to the U.S.-based 
Ar&b-American Anti- 
Discri urination Committee 
(ADC), U.S. aid to Israel 
totalled at least $4.8 trillion in 
fiscal year . 1989 and over $5 
billion in fiscal year 1990. 

“The House Foreign Affairs 
Committee’s most recent re- 
port estimates U.S. aid to 
Israel for fiscal year 1991 at 
over 5.6 bflfiou,” the ADC 
said in a report. 


In the case of Iraq, the group 
will call for v lifting' of sanc- 
tions. The group beHeves that 
whatever problems -there are 
between the American "and the 
Iraqi leadership, people should 
not be punished for it. 

“That is the message the 
Iraqi people gave us. They 
would say: ‘Whatever prob- 
lems you Americans have with 
the leadership, be is not the 
one being harmed by die sanc- 
tions. It is the people. Do not 
punish us for it.’” 

The group visited Baghdad, 
Karballa, Najaf, Basra, Saf- 
wan, BalHlan and Hilla. 

One vivid memory stock to 
Mr. Kelsey’s mind when the 
group visited the United Na- 
tions zone in Safwan at the 
Kuwait-Iraqi border. 

He described how when the 
group entered the U.N. hospit- 
al there, they saw men being 
brought in from the desert with 
their hands and feet blown off. 

“Appare n tly, Iraq is paying 
money for people to go to the 
desert and search for - land 
mines. The unemployed Iraqis 
are the ones who go to the 
desert,” Mr. Kelsey said. 

This began about one month 
ago, he added. During a three 
week period about 100 casual- 
ties were brought in to the 
Norwegian Hospital, an aver- 
age of five or six a day. 

“One of the men who was 
brought in, bad scars on his 
throat from the Iran-Iraq war. 
H» hands were mangled from 
a previous injury, his chest was 
frill of scars of a dozen bullets. 
One of his legs was scarred and 
mangled from a terrible in- 
jury," be said. 

■ “Now be had Ins feet blown 
off because of the land mines,” 
Mr. Kelsey continued. “That 
was symbolic to me ... .” 


Control of 
environmental 
pollution 
to be 
discussed 

KARAK (Petra) — A two-day 
seminar on control of environ- 
mental pollution will start Mon- 
day at Muta University. 

The seminar, which is orga- 
nised by the university in coop- 
eration with the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology, will 
discuss 20 working papers pre- 
sented by environmental experts 
and specialists. 

The papers will deal with the 
pollution of air, water and oil, 
gas, Hquid and solid polluters, 
spreading environmental aware- 
ness in Jordan, environmental 
laws and legislations, desertifica- 
tion, industrial pollution, the 
effects of insecticides on soil and 
water and ways of con trolling 
polluters. 


Seminar on 
food pricing 
and effects 
on economy 
begins 

AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from nin e Arab countries and 
r e pres e ntatives of various region- 
al organisations affiliated to agri- 
cultural and food production sec- 
tors Saturday opened a six-day 
meeting in Amman to d i scuss 
pricing policies of food commod- 
ities and their effects on marking. 

Delegates to the conference, 
organised by die U-N Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 
wfll review working papes dealing 
with government policies in the 
production and distribution of 
food commodities and other poli- 
cies related to snbsidtsing prices 
Addressing the opening session 
was Agriculture Minister Subbi 
AJ Qasem, who called on coun- 
tries of the region to step up 
cooperation in agricultural de- 
velopment fields to promote food 
production and meet the growing 
needs of the population. 

Technical cooperation among 
countries of the region is of para- 
mount i m port a nce in view of the 
similarity of their agricultural 
products, said the minister. Mr. 
Qasem thanked FAO for organis- 
ing the seminar which, he said. 
has its infl uence in ensuring the 
success of organisations market- 
ing food commodities. 

The question of pricing plays a 
major and vital role in countries' 
economies since it is closely link- 
ed to world economic changes, be 
said. 

Jordan, Hke most other coun- 
tries of the region, suffers from 
insufficient food production to 
meet the needs of its people, the 
minister pointed out. He said that 
although the Kingdom has had 
sane success in attaining self- 
sufficiency in the production of 
vegetables, fruits and poultry 
meat, it is far from reaching the 
aspired levels, especially in die 
production of wheat and red 
meat. 

He said lack of water remains 
the major problem faring the 
agricultural sector in Jordan. 


Organisations working to 
increase tourism traffic at 
Dana Wildlife Preserve 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation 
(XX))', in cooperation with the 
Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN). has car- 
ried out a pilot project within the 
Tafileb G ovem ora te at the Dana 
Wildlife Preserve designed to de- 
velop the region tounstically and 
economically. 

JCO Director General Jamal 
A1 Bedour said that the two 
institutions, backed by the efforts 
of a number of government, 
ministries and local groups, drew 
up plans for the project and has 
embarked on its implementation. 

At ‘present, the concer n ed par- 
ties are implementing the infras- 
tructure for the project and con- 
ducting restoration on old homes 
in die region of Dana to be 
transformed into museums, res- 
taurants and camping sites for 
tourists, Mr. AI Bedour said. He 
said that their work involves 
creating the opportune climate 
for amateur painters who could 
conduct their work in the open 
air. 

To encourage tourism, the 
JCO and its partners to the pro- 
ject lave encouraged the use of 
bourses for the benefit of tourists 
to help them roam the area, Mr. 
Al Bedour added. 

fin fact, the JCO invited an 
international expert in the manu- 
facture of precious stones to help 
in the process of utflhdng the 
available raw materials ground in 
the Dana area like granite and 
carnafite in the manufacture of 
the stones, he said. This project, 
he added, is being implemented 
in conjunction with the Interna- 
tional Union for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (IUCN)- 

The international expert has 


already embarked on the manu- 
facture of the precious stones and 
training of local craftsmen in the 
Dana region in the same skill. 

Mr. Bedour said a society has 
been set up to supervise the 
various activities at the reserve 
which entail die exploit ati on of 
the raw materials, creating jobs 
for the unemployed and ensuring 
steady, income for the local in- 
Ifabitants living in one of poorest 
regions of die Kingdom and 
under .the poverty line. 

The JCO has adopted a new 
policy of concentrating efforts to 
stimulate the work of productive 
cooperatives rather than helping 
the consumer cooperative 
societies, said Mr. Al Bedour. He 
said that the JCO’s activities are 
mostly in the economic, agri- 
cultural, industrial and touristic 
sectors helping to train people to 
earn a living and strengthening 
die fabric of the local community 
through, cooperation for produc- 
tion. 

Mr. Al Bedour said that the 
JCO is now offering assistance to 
rural societies, including women 
groups, wanting to increase pro- 
duction and those involved in 
traditional crafts in cooperation 
with the ministries of planning 
and tourism, the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation, the Queen Alia 
Social Welfare Fund, the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation, the 
Tourist Investment Corporation 
and RSCN. 

Dana Reserve encompasses 
150 square kilometres ranging 
from wooded mountains in the 
northern sector to a lesser scrub ■ 
steppe in the south. The Ministry 
of Agriculture and the RSCN are 
jomliy helping die area to pre- 
serve vegetation and increase the 
number of trees. 
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Prime Minis t er Taker Masri looks over ftewwi on 
children’s crafts (Petra photo) 


Prime minister opens 
exhibition of handicapped 

children’s work 

Calls for creation of jobs for disabled 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Taber Masri Saturday opened 
a general exhibition of various 
items by the handicapped chil- 
dren receiving care and rehabi- 
litation services by Vocational 
Training Centres run by the 
Ministry of Social Development 
and voluntary associations in die 
Kingdom. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Awni Al Bashir told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that - 
the exhibition marks the first of a 
series of displays which wfll be 
organised in the near future in 
various regions. 

By exhibiting the work of 
handicapped people, the ministry 


hopes to help the less fortunate 
citizens of this country to market 
their products and contribute to 
society, the minister said. It is 
hoped that the exhibition will 
help the handicapped children 
market their products in the 
urban, rural and badia regions, 
he added. 

Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment Assistant Secretary General 
Faisal Bashabsheh reviewed the 
ministry’s efforts to promote the 
work and the efforts of its centres 
and said that the exhibition was 
one form of solidarity with hand- 
icapped people. 

On display for seven days at 
the King Abdullah Park in Am- 


man are a number of crafts, 
including embroideries, tradition- 
al costumes, tricot, furniture, gar- 
ments, paintings and photo- 
graphs. 

Ministry officials said that the 
exhibition was designed to attract 
as many Jordanian visitors as 
possible to buy the items and 
’open the way for the creation of 
more jobs for the unemployed. 

Present with die prime minister 
at the opening ceremony were the 
ministers of interior and awqaf 
and Islamic affairs, the Amman 
governor, a number of parlia- 
ment members and officials in 
addition to an audience of invited 
guests. 


Ministry taking steps to address 
higher education needs in Kingdom 


.'AMMAN -(Petra) — Three main 
Reasons lie behind a decision 
taken by the Ministry of Higher 
Education to offer licences to 
new private universities and com- 
munity colleges to open in the 
Kingdom, according to Ministry 
of Higher Edncatioin officials. 

The decisions, they said, was 
reached after careful stndy of the 
educational situation in die coun- 
f, the Kingdom’s requirements 
trained manpower and the ever 
growing demand for higher 
e d uca t ion. 

Hie ministry’s statistics show 
that 40 per cent of the total 
number of Jordanian students 
(nearly 36,000 students) were 
studying at 47 universities in fore- 
ign countries during the academic 
year 1985-86, the officials sakL 
In the 1987-88 academic year, 
they said, there were more than 
36,000 students studying in 45 
foreign universities and the num- 
ber in the following year was 
more than 33,500 students stud- 
5 in 40 foreign universities. 
Ibe decision to allow new pri- 
vate universities to open came as 
a realisation of the fact that the 
Kingdom was losing vast sums of 
hard currency each year at a time 
when the schools were turning 
out increasing numbers of stu- 
dents. most of whom demanded 
higher education, the offi- 
cials said. They added that the 
new private universities are ex- 
pected to introduce some new 
disciplines to higher education in 
Jordan by frying to meet the 
needs of the local and Arab 
labour markets. 

Furthermore, die construction 
of private universities in Jordan 
and the running of these institu- 
tions were bound to absorb Anth- 
er numbers of Jordanians and 


reduce the number of unem- 
ployed people, many of Whan 
are university- trained . 

The officials said that the four 
government-run universities have 
a limited absorption capacity not 
exceeding 12,000 students each 
year while the number of school 
graduates exceeds the 60,000 fi- 
gure every summer. 

According to the Ministry of 
Higher Education, five private 


universities set up recently ha* 
already taken steps to open < 
have already opened their dooi 
for the new academic 1991-199 
year. The universities are An 
non Private University, the A| 
plied Science University, Ph 
ladelpfao. University, Al Isra 
University, the Jordanian Uni 
versity for Girls in addition to 
Prince Smnaya University Col 
lege. 
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-Exhibition depicts effects 
i** of Gulf war on artist 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibi- 
tion of paintings by Iraqi artist 
Sina Ala opened Saturday at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

The exhibition, which runs 
through Oct. 28, is characte- 
rised by abstract expressionism 
Winch depicts the artist’s im- 
pressions in the periods before, - 
during and after the Gulf war; . 

Mr.' Ata, who 'is originally a 
dvfl engineer, held several ex- 
hibitions.Tn Baghdad and par- 
'txxpatcd in many other g^oup 
, exhibitions. His woks show a 
variation of styles influenced 


by the Gulf war, turning from 
vivid colours before the war to 
greyish blacks and browns 
afterwards.. . 

Arab critic Jabia Ibrahim 
Jabra said of the artist: “Oheir 
delighted and disturbed ar 
seeing Sina Ata’a yintings... 
tins is the painting .of paradox, 
i nte n se -and puzzling. Hence,' 
its remarkable quality which . 
demands our doser scrutiny.” 

The exhibition is organised 
by Al Hayat International 
Trading Group, winch has re- 
cently started attracting artists 
to exhibit in Amman. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

ir Art exhibition by Abdul Rauf Shuramn, Kkatid Khrefa and 
Mo h amm a d Hussein Abdullah at Abdul H— Sho— 
Foundation GaBcty (Open 10 a.m. tfll 5 pjn.) 

■# Art exhibition by Iraqi artists Iwurf Khayyat, Mohammad 
Ab dniah, Khatrr Mohamad, Afi MaodafawL wwm WiM 

??*** -*? ** b ^” fa8 
® ijarnens street Iran Safeway). 

4 Exhibition of p s fa tiug s fry Jordanian artist Mohammad Al 
Woos at (he French Ctriteral Centre. 

☆ Art exUbftion by Fadwa^ JaU NabuM at the British CowdL 

* Art e xMhMWi by Iraqi artist Slim Ala at Ibe Bfcyal Guttural 
Centre. 


"fr Feature film, entitled 
Centre — 7 pan. 


“Me* John Doe” at the American 


Yon are cordially invited to view the new designs of Barn Hamida 
Women Weavings that represented the project in 

The Helsinki Exhibition 

which was bekl under the patronage ofTbcir Royal H ig hn e ss es 

PrbKS Faisal Ben M Hasson & 
Princess Alia Al Faisal 

2T Bam Hamida House 

Rainbow St. 

T eL6$8&6-7 



r - 

— 

■ 






Bfttn Co-net Rvco-t 

i_X 


1 1 “*"*1 



a¥ San Th» ChUdnn Project 



VbX* Ijj 

UiJi aJ'lj 

MINISTRY Of Pl’BLlr WORKS & HOUSING 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 

Ministry of Public Works & Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Invitation To Tender No. (141/91) 

For DriDnig water wells in Azraq Basin - Jordan 

Contractors specialised in water wells drilling who are interested 
in participating in this tender are requested to cot tact the 
Government Tender Directorate at the Ministry of Public Works & 
Housing, Amman, Jordan, to receive tender documents starting 
from 20ft 0/1991 and In accordance with the following terms: 

1. Participation and Origin 

Participation is open on equal terms to all natural persons and 
companies or firms that are nationals of the member states of the 
European Economic Community or of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
JordOT. 

2. Project Description 

The work involves the supply of all labour, tools, facilities, 
material, equipment and apparatus for drilling and logging & 
testing eight water wells of depth ranging from 800 to 1000 
metres distributed in the Azraq Water Basin. 

3. Contractors participating are requested to submit proof of 
performing similar tasks in Jordan or elsewhere and also to 
submit previous experience, C.V. of his technical staff and list of 
his equipment in addition to other requirements fisted in the 
documents. 

4. The price of the tender documents is JD 200, non-refundable. 
5- The project is totally financed by the EEC grant No. 
SEM/03/628/006. 

6. Tenders including any conditions or reservations contrary to 
those in the contract will be neglected. 

7. Last date for sale of documents is on 10/11/1991. 

& Tenders are to be handed to the Government Tenders 
Directorate, Amman, Jordan, not later than Monday of 18 
November 1991 before 1:30 p.m. 

9. Any enquiry or questions regarding this tender may be 
directed to:- 

Geoeral Director 
Governments Tenders Directorate 
Fax No.: 684759 
P.O. Box 1220 
Amman, Jordan 

Chief of -the Central Tenders Committee 
General Director of the Government 
Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer AKJhagbeer 
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Soviet cards to play 


SOVIET FOREIGN Minister Boris Pankin arrives here on a 
short visit today against a backdrop of considerable 
Jordanian and Arab scepti c ism about Moscow's role in the 
upcoming peace co nf ere n ce. Rightly so, we think, public 
opinion is generally apprehensive about the influence the 
Soviet Union could have over the coarse of peace negotia- 
tions, especially in light of the weakening status of the USSR 
in the international arena and Moscow’s quick restor a tion 
of diplomatic ties with tend as wefl as the continued flow of 
Soviet Jewish emigrants into Palestine. In bet, it is not 
uncommon to bear questions by laymen in the Arab World 
asking “what could the Soviet Union do?'* to help imple- 
ment U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 when afl Moscow 
appears capable of doing is play second fiddle to the 
Americans in co-chairing the Madrid conference and to pat 
pressure on Syria and the PLO in order to e n s ur e their 
participation in the conference and leave it at that. 

There are no easy answer s to give to our own people on 
the questions they have for and about the Soviet Union and 
its role. But there are several thing s that can be said in 
defence of our Soviet friends and their role in the upcoming 
negotiations, not least of which is the special relationship 
that Moscow has had with much of the Arab World and 
which continues to this very day. The Soviet Union might 
indeed be playing second fiddle to the Americans vis-a-vis 
the conference, and to toad by virtue of allowing Soviet 
Jews to emigrate en masse and restoring diplomatic ties 
without achieving real progress in peace talks. But this 
should not mean that the USSR has kwt afl the cards it canid 
play fin support of just Arab demands and rights and that 
Moscow will not take a position different from die U.S.* or 
toad’s in the negoti at ions. 

• For one thing, and despite all the recent changes inside 
foe Soviet Union, Moscow recognises fnfly the PLO ami 
Palestinian national rights and hwasts on fan huptonenln . 
tkm of U.N. resolutions calling on toad to wfthdraw from 
afl occupied Arab territories. Furthermore, Israel and the. 
U.S. should give careful consideration ~ and they do — to 
what Moscow thinks about and wants from the peace 
process, since the Americans but especially the Israelis have 
at stake a whole gamut of regional factors and bilateral 
relations to take into account in dealing with the Soviets 
ranging from the issue of Jewish migration to c omme rcial 
ties to disarmament in the region to guarantee of fhml 
borders that -might be agreed upon between the Arabs and 
Israelis. 

Jordan, which has had a consistently friendly and fruitful 
relationship with the Soviet Union over the years, should 
understand and not underestimate the great difficulties oor 
Soviet friends face at home. Bat none of ns should ignore the 
importance of the cards Moscow still bolds h the Middle 
East. We should take the opportunity of Mr. Paukm’s visit 
to our country to farther strengthen our par tner sh ip in the 
quest for just and lasting peace. Our common objectives can 
best be served by continued understanding of where each of 
ns stands and by respecting our mutnal interests and 
outlook. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday referred to the official announce- 
ment on the convening of a peace conference in Madrid and said 
that Israel’s unwillingness to reach peace with the Arabs on the 
basis of U.N. Security Council resolutions was manifest in Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s statement that the Israeli participation 
was a risk to the Jewish state. It is dear that Israel considers 
orientation towards peace as a matter forced on it by the 
superpowers because the Israeli leaders believe that they should 
not be giving up any part of the occupied Arab territories, said the 
paper. But it should be noted that the statements of the Soviet 
and American foreign ministers about their countries' views with 
regard to the Israeli settlement programme were somewhat 
reassuring, the paper added. It said that Mr. Baker’s reaffirma- 
tion that such settlements constitute an obstacle to peace means 
that Israel is responsible for any obstacles to the peace process. - 
This could mean that Washington, under the circumstances, 
might resort to announcing further delays in granting housing loan 
guarantees to the Jewish state until the negotiations with the 
Arabs are over, said the paper. It said that this could be a very 
positive step on tbe part of the American administration because 
it would prompt Israel to take serious steps to reach a peace 
settlement with its neighbours and grants the Palestinians then- 
lawful rights. The paper said that the Arabs are going to the peace 
conference with a genuine desire for peace, but it should be noted 
that it is up to the superpowers to see to it that Israel’s obstacles 
would not hinder the peace process. 

A1 Dustour said that the superpower invitations, to the parties 
involved in the Middle East problems, to attend the Middle 
peace conference marked a new step forward towards the 
achievement of a lasting settlement in the region. The paper said 
that the ball is now in the Israeli court and it has to decide at a( 
cabinet meeting Sunday whether to attend the conference or not.' 
It is, however, worrying to the Arabs that Israel h« obtained 
what it has been demanding with regard to the restoration of 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union and received assur- 
ances from the American administration similar to those given to 
the Arabs, said the paper. It said that it is not a matter of 
attending the conference, but what the Arabs are anxious to see 
is whether the Israelis will carry out the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions and exchange land for peace. The paper said that the 
U.S. diplomacy is now needed more than at any time in the past 
to pave the way for successful negotiations leading to a lasting and 
just settlement. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr.Fahd AI Faiiefc 


Tur kish water conference and peace pipeline 


TURKEY issued invitations to several Middle Eastern countries 
and the United States to attend a conference, over water 
resources in the Middle East, to be convened next month. It is 
likely that the confer en ce will be postponed because Syria 
threatened not to participate if Israel is invited while the United 
Sta tes aw n ot ifirwi that it will boycott the conference unless Israel 

is present . .. 

The Turkish-sponsored conference is meant to promote the 

idea of regional cooperation over water, so that frrael will become 

a legj tiinate partner in the ownership and manag e m ent of water in 
tbe whole region. Turkey's aim is to market wat er, as an export 
commodity, through a pipeline that wifF carry the water of Sflxxm 
and Jehoun rivers, in south east Turkey, to S aadi Ara bi a, via 

Syria and Jordan, provided Saudi Arabia wfll underwrite the costs 

of building the pipeline and its operation. The pipeline will 
benefit Jordan and Israel besides Saudi Arabia (Syria is not 
interested). Tins may entail some kind of cooperation and 
coordination with toad before the P alestini an question is 
resolved and a lasting peace is achieved. . 

American fewh and institutions of strategic studies, some 

of them are offshoots of the Israeli lobby, showered ns recently 
with studies and reports warning that toe Middle East will be 


plagued in toe coming decade by bloody, wars over water. The 
purpose is to suggest that lade of stability in die Middle East is not 
caused by toe protracted Israeli occupation of Arab lands, nor by. 
the Western zeal to control Arab o3; it is rather earned by the 
innnment water crisis, or toe time bomb about to explode. 

In this respect. Dr. Joyce Star, who used to wo* for the Israeli 
lobby (AIPAC) before she was transformed, somehow, into a 
researcher specialising in tbe problem of water in the Middle 
East, tons enjoying toe appearance of scientific objectivity and 
honesty to ma& her service to toe. Israeli designs, was very 
prominent ’ 

The Turkish-Arab relations were always troubled by mutnal 
suspicions. Thrkey can demonstrate its goodwill towards its Arab 
neighbours by condadmg a treaty with both Syria and Iraq to 
fairly divide toe water of Euphrates and Tigris among the three 
countries before trying to solve the water crisis in the Arab 
Peninsula and Israel. 

As far as we in Jordan are concerned, toe water crisis has 
already become acute. All surface water resources are on toe 
borders. In each case Jordan was deprived of its fair share of both 
River Jordan or Yannouk River water, due to toe Israeli 
selfishness and power politics. 


In spite of our reservations against any regional project that 
<-ntaik any form of cooperation with Brad before re a c hin g a 
peaceful sofation to the Palestinian question, and against de- 
pendency ou an external soon* of water which can bc intertupted 
at any time in tbe ftiturc far any reason, finis placing Jontenrt the 
mercy of toe source and transiting countries, we have to admtf oar 
bad need of new so urces of wafer for rivitiaa, nnhistn al aad 
■ irrigation purposes. The Turkish peace pipeline would of course 
be able to alleviate Jordan's water crisis if it made available scone 
500 million cubic metres of water at a reasonable price. 

Caught between political reservations on the one hand arid 
economic necessities on the other, we bave^ to evahiate the 
Turkish peace pipeline project carefully, and. weight tbe economic 
hum fag ggainst the political and security risks. Jordan mseds to- 
reach a definite position towards toe project, within the 
framework of a unifie d Arab position. This ca lls for imme diate 
inter-Arab coordination. The secretary general of toe Arab 
called for such Arab coordination on water. It is not 
known why the secretary general did not follow np an his own 
■Aw and has not yet called for an Arab coordination meeting to 
precede toe questionable Turkish conference. 


Arabs have few bargaining chips in peace talks 


By Ed Blanche 

Tbe Associated Press 

NICOSIA — The Arabs go to tbe 
Middle East peace talks with 
Israel, their foe for toe last half- 
century, with few bargaining 
chips and in as much disarray as 
they met toe Jewish challenge in 
1948. 

U-S. Secretary of State James 
Baker’s announcement in Jeru- 
salem that the peace conference 
will be convened in Madrid Oct. 
30 caused little outward excite- 
ment in Arab capitals. 

Still, it will be toe first multi- 
party meeting between Arab and 
Jew in nearly 20 years. 

In light of America’s emerg- 
ence as the only superpower in a 
world much changed since 1948, 
there is a hope that the 43-year- 
old Arab-Israeli conflict may now 
be resolved — even though old 
hatreds may not vanish over- 
night. Obstacles remain. 

The Arabs want toe return of 
afl Arab land occupied by tbe 
Israelis since their sweeping vic- 


tory in tbe Arab-Israeli war — 
tbe West Bank seized from Jor- 
dan, Egypt’s Gaza Strip, Syria’s 
Golan Heights as well as a buffer 
zone in South I ^barton held since 
1978. 

But the Israelis have been ada- 
mant that they do not intend to 
exchange land for peace. 

Fear many Israelis, toe lands 
captured in 1967 extended 
Land's borders to give tbe Jewish 
state strategic depth for tbe first 
time since it was founded. 

They believe that giving up 
these lands, increasingly popu- 
lated by Jewish settlers, is politic- 
al and military suicide. 

But in recent years, almost 
imperceptibly, most Arab leaders 
have accepted that the state of 
Israel is now a reality with which, 
they must live. 

Even toe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), among tbe 
most intractable of Israel’s ene- 
mies, is now prepared to accept 
half a loaf rather than none — an 
independent homeland in toe 
West Bank and Gaza. Whether 



they get it is open to question. 

To secure Israel’s participation 
in the peace talks, toe Americans 
had to nfmkg some major conces- 
sion to the Jewish state that, on 
tbe face of it, leave little room for 
manoeuver. - 

The United States said it 
opposed the creation of a Palesti- 


nian state on Israel’s borders and 
has gr udgingly turned a blind eye 
to the Jewish settlements stiD 

springing op in tbe occupied lands 
as the Palestinian uprising that 
erupted in December 1987 loses 
momentum. 

Analyst William Quandt of 
Washington's Brookings Institu- 


China’s harsh words to Taiwan 
show fear of changing world 


By David Schlesinger 

Reuter 

PEKING — The break-up of the 
Soviet Union has forced Peking’s 
ageing leaders once again to con- 
front one of their worst night- 
mares — Taiwan independence. 

Their reaction to once- 
forbidden talk of independence 
for the island becoming a legiti- 
mate political issue has been a 
mixture of anger and ignorance, 
diplomats and analysts said. 

“China: just doesn’t under- 
stand! tbe situation on Taiwan, 
bow things have changed so radi- 
cally ,” a Western efipiomat said. 

“They see the nationalists get- 
ting soft on independence, they 
see the Baltics going independent 
and they see increased calls for 
independence in Taiwan. They 
know their own time b running 
out for reunification so they have 
to lash oat.” 

Peking's communists and the 
nationalists who fled to Taiwan in 
1949 when they lost China’s civil 
war used to agree on only one 
thing — that the island was part 


of China - and would one day be 
reunited with the mainland. 

To say otherwise was a crime. 

Since Taiwan's government 
lifted martial law in 1987 and 
encouraged more democracy, tbe 
political climate has been trans- 
formed. 

The challenge to tbe old order 
reached a dimax on Sunday when 
Taiwan’s main opposition party 
voted to indude a motion calling 
for an independent republic of 
Taiwan in the party manifesto. 

This threw the ruling National- 
ist Party into a quandary and 
infuriated Peking’s communists. 

For Peking's rulers, the thre- 
atening new angle to Taiwanese 
politics oomes at a time when 
they are feeling isolated and 
vulnerable after toe collapse of 
communist rule in the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

Tbe octogenarians who still 
dream of a China reunited with. 
Taiwan know they have few years 
left to achieve their goal. 

They have reacted to the new 
independence challenge with 
threats and their harshest rhetoric 


m years. 

China reminded the world it 
had not given up the threat to use 
force against an independent 
Taiwan in an artide in tbe over- 
seas edition of . outlook maga- 
zine, . reprinted in tbe official 
press on Wednesday. 

“Those who play with fire will 
bp burned to ashes,” China’s 
President Yang Shangknn said 
last week. 

Otoe/ spokesmen warned inde- 
pendence activists to “wake up 
and rein in at tbe brink of the 
precipice.” 

China has demanded the 
Nationalists crack down on the 
opposition. But Taiwan’s govern- 
ment has little room to man- 
oeuvre in tbe new, more demo- 
cratic atmosphere, analysts said. 

“This is a hot potato for the 
Nationalists. They risk straining 
uneasy relations with tbe main- 
land if they do not penalise the 
(opposition), but anything more 
than a slap on toe hand would 
fuel domestic political tensions,” 
said Taiwan law Professor Hsu 
Qrib-Hriung. 

Harsh action “would be seen as 


Sectarian warfare returns 
to terror-stricken Belfast streets 


By Jim Campbell 

Reuter 

BELFAST — In the Protestant 
and Catholic ghettos of Belfast, 
people are now afraid to go out at 
nigh t. They won’t even answer 
the door after dark. 

Buriy security men guard pub 
doors, vi g ila n tes prowl the streets 
on die lookout for unfamiliar 
feces. 

Belfast is back to toe bloody 
days of the 1970's. Gunmen from 
both sides of the sectarian divide 
have taken to the streets- unto 
increasing ferocity. 

With church and political lead- 
ers seriously alarmed by die esca- 
lating violence — toe death toil is 
already nearing last year’s total of 
76, and climbing fast — police 
have set up a special squad to 
track down the killer gangs. 

But some community groups 
say this is a cosmetic exercise. 
Many uniform ed and undercover 
polk* and soldiers are already on 
the ground in the ghettos of north 
and west Belfast, but gunmen are 


seldom stopped or caught in the 
act. 

Paramilitary leaders from the 
Protestant side that wants this 
northern enclave to remain Brit- 
ish and the Catholic republicans 
who want a united Ireland say the 
spiral of “tit-for-tat” kflHngs is 
Hkety to continue. Neither side 
wants to be seen to be the first to 
back down and lose face with 
their hardline s up port e rs. 

Cardinal Cahal Daly, spuitual 
leader of four million Roman 

Catholics on both sides of the 

border, said the murder gangs 
were taking Northern Ireland to 
the brink of a sectarian conflict 
more bloody than anything seen 
in the past 20 years. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Minister Peter Brooke warned 
.that “political ends cannot be 
achieved out of the barrel of a 
gun.” 

Tbe sectarian reprisal shoot- 
ings had stopped for two months 
when both tides called a ceasefire 
during peace talks brought about 
by Mr. Brooke, aimed at return- 
ing Northern Ireland to local gov- 


ernment after 17 years of direct 
rule by London. 

But the talks collapsed in July 
and the killing resumed — but 
with a new and sinister twist. 

Tbe Irish Republican Army, 
battling to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland, had tended to 
confine its guerrilla attacks to 
police, soldiers and commercial 


But then it began planting car 
bombs in Protestant housing 
estates. Protestants retaliated 
with car bombs in Catholic areas.. 

Next, rival gangs began prowl- 
ing Belfast trouHespots looking 
for random victims. In north Bel- 
fast, Protestants hunted down 
lone Catholics, stabbing them 
and beating them with iron bars. 

Catholics in west Belfast retali- 
ated by singling out kme Protes- 
tants and slashing them with 
knives. 

They have been nicknamed 
“the Catholic butchers” because 
their methods recall “the Shankill 
butchers,” a gang which slashed 
the throats of dozens of Catholics 
in the 1970’s until their leader 


lemic Murphy was killed by die 
IRA. 

Taxi drivers were the next vic- 
tims. Both sides began killing' 
cabbies — easy targets who coukl 
be murdered at win when they 
picked up fares in the ghettos. 

Now taxi drivers are more 
selective, and many are staying 
borne. 

Hie big fear in Catholic west 
Belfast is that Protestant gun- 
men, better armed and organised 
than ever, will single out a pub or 
bar for a mass attack. That’s why 
bar doois are rein for ced, bolted 
and guarded. 

Typical of the victims of these 
random killings was Karl Heg- 
ney, an unemployed painter 
ambushed by Protestant gunmen 
on his way borne. His wife,. 
Pauline, 26, ha face puffed and 
tear-stained, asked: “what is all 
of this supposed to achieve? Sure- 
ty it is time ail tins Hiring stop- 
ped? It seems tbe innocent suffer 
the worst but I harbour no bitter- 
ness for the men who killed him. 

There is no hatred in me, only a 
terrible emptiness and sadness.” 


tkm noted that until the United dale, the Jews expanded then 
States forces or persuades the territory in bitter fighting. 
Shamir gover nm ent to stop build- Talks held in 1949m L ausan ne, 

mg settlements in toe occupied Switzerland,. under U.N. auspices 
West Bank, “there wfll be no real collapsed, mainly over toe ques- 
progress towards a peace agree- tkm of Palestinian refugees 
inert.” The Arabs wanted Israel to 

. _ „ take back all 700,000 Palestinians 

WltoSovKrt Jewsfloo^mto had fled or were forced out 
the country at a rate of W,UW ^^^r^xhaforadh, fearful of 
20,000a month — rome^O ^ swaraped Arabs, balked 
arrived in 1989 alone -— Israel is ^ . 

fiu^witoaiimjordhafl^in ^ xm ^ when 

absorbing them and surrendering ^ initially had toe 

the occupied teiTitnnreooiiM on ^ nm> £ United 

crimp that strategic objective. Nations sponsored another round 
Mr. Quandt said “Israel holds at peace talks in Geneva, 
the best cards ” including the Syria, the rejectiomst radical, 
occupied land and mffitary super- refused to attend. Egypt, Jordan 
iority. and Israel did. But they made 

The Arabs have tittle with opening statements th at only 
which to counter that, particular- served to imderihie their enmity. 
- ly since Iraq’s defeat in the Gulf” The c o nfe r en ce adjourned after 
war stripped them of a major one day and never reconvened. 


military asset. 


When the late President Anwar 


Tbe Arabs failed to prevent the Sadat made peace with Israel in 
birth of toe infant Jewish state 1979, Egypt was ostracised by the 
Hn«p n £ in 1948 because they Arab World. It took more than a 
lartri-d am overall strateg y and decade for his moderate sneoes- 
wm co nstan tl y qua relUn g among sor, Hosni M u b arak , to over# 


themselves. 

This underlying weakness has 


come that. 

KhaKl B ai h oum of Stanford 


been at the root oftfaeir defeats in University, California, la mented 
every other Arab-Israeli war in a recent paper that with Iraq’s 
since, am*! one Israel ha« repe- Gulf war defeat and tbe collapse 


atedly exploited. 


of the Soviet Union, Arab bar- 


revival of iruirfistedrule antC 
backfire on the Nationalists in the 
elections. The harder the 
Nationalists crack down on inde- 
pendence, tbe worse they’ll do in 
the polls,” he said. 

On Dec. 21, Taiwan is to hold 
an historic election. 

All ageing National Assembly 
members elected in China before 
•the Nationalists’ 1949 defeat wfll 
finally retire, to be replaced by 
delegates elected or appointed on 
the island. 

China's leaders amply do not 
understand Taiwan's democratic 
process, analysts said. 

They too have few options, 
analysts said. 

Military action would be in- 
stantly condemned in the West, 
where Peking’s reputation is only 
just recovering from the 1989 
army killings of pro-democracy 
activists. 

Residents of both China and 
Taiwan fear a government that 
ordered troops to fire on its own 
people in toe streets of Peking 
might well follow through on 
threats against Taiwanese inde- 
pendence. 


Israel accepted a United Na- g g nrin g power has seriously de- 

tions recommendation partition- dined. . . ■ 

mg Palestine into Arab and Jew- . “Observing alLthe precondi- 
isfa states in 1948. But the Arabs tfomferaelhas pI^reMn^ qn 


rejected that! 


the'K&bs — with fiffl U.Sback- 


If s ironic that had toe Palesti- — before agreeing to enter 

mane accepted what was offered the bilateral, face-to-foce nego- 
in 1948, they would have had tiations with them, one is left with 
more land than they're asking fin- toe abiding impression of a vkto- 
now. nous party merely dictating its 

Once the British withdrew after *«?“ ° f „“ rren J r <*>*»« 
a 26-year League of Nations man- qmshed, he said. 

Baker scores a 
triumph, but now the 

real problems begin 


By Marcus Efias nn 

The Associ at ed Press 


JERUSALEM — Now that the 
Middle East peace confere n ce is 
ou track, the real problems begin. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
sewed up the details that enabled 
him to announce invitations Fri- 
day to the Arabs and Israelis to 
attend the conference, set to 
qjsen Oct 30 in Madrid, Spain. 

' The gathering is to be a two- 
day ceremonial affair at which 
Israel, the Arab states and the 
Palestinians wfll sit under joint 
U.S.-Soviet auspices. 

Just to get this for has taken 
Mr. Baker eight trips to the Mid- 
dle East, spending hours in pain- 
staking discussions with the key 
players, Israel, Syria and the 
Palestinians, plus side trips to 
Egypt, Jordan and toe Gulf. 

But the confe r e n ce win be 
meaningless unless it gets to grips 
with what is really at stake here: 
the Arabs’ demand to get back 

land they lost to brael in the 1967 

Mideast War, and Israel’s insist- 
ence that the. Arabs prove their 
'sincere acceptance of the Jewish 
state. 

Neither side has much faith in 
the other. 

Focusing on the land, the 
Arabs are bound to male*, an 
imm e diat e «fama»|i) for Israel to 
stop building Jewish settlements 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

. For Israel, toe test of the con- 
feiwx* is not what happens Oct 
30in Madrid, but what comes 
after. It says the con fer e n ce 
immediately proceed ■ to dirert 
negotiations between Israel and 
eadi Arab state. It also wants 
nnrftilateral talks at which regian- 
al issues tike water conservation 
and disarmament can be dealt ' 
with. 


Already tbere have been some 
signs of trouble ahead. 

Syria announced this week that 
it will not attend tbe multilateral 
talks. That, says Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, is “absolutely 
negative and doesn’t pro mis e sue- 
ceases.” 

The Palestinian issue could also 
be problematic. Israd has vowed 
not to sit with Palestinians who 
do not five in the occupied terri- 
tories, or who belong to the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion. 

The Palestinians gave Mr. Bak- 
er a list of their delegates Friday, 
but forbade him to mow it to tbe 
Israelis. If .Palestixrians who are 
not to Israel’s Wiring show up at 
the confe ren ce, the talks could 
collapse. 

Then time are tbe settiemeats. 
Asked what would happen if the 
Arabs demanded a freeze on 
bufldmg, Mr. Shamir replied flat- 
ly: “We wfll say no.” 

Both rides could face domestic 
problems for talking .to the 
enemy. EBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein will have to cope with Mns- 
fim fundamentalists who oppose 
the peace talks. No one has for- 
gotten that tbe only other Arab 
leader who made peace with 
brad, Anwar Sadat of Egypt; 
was assassinated three years 
later. 

_ Mr. Sharnif need not fear such 
violent reactions, but his agree- 
ment to go to the co nfer ence is 
’bound to rode Ms cabinet. It may 
nbt fell i mmedi ately, bat uhra- 
rightistfi in his coalition have 
vowed to defect if be talks to 
PLO delegates or discusses yield- 
ing land. - 

“Old suspicions won’t dis- 
appearqukkly. The gaps are real 
and the gaps will not be easfly 
overcome," Mr. Baker said in 
£ansalezn Friday. “Bnt we take 
*“ ct *™8ranfint from issuance of 
these invitations. 






iav.. 


IX’Ti 



JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1991 5 -; 


Mixed reaction among Jordanians 


i? j, By Robert Fisk - 

- :»c* * ' " BEIRUT — A few hours after 

fit- ^ ftjlbc American' guided-missile 
n “ V®* Vincennes shat down Ac 

. Iranian A 300 civilian airliner 

,/"j. *« 0w Gulf on July 3, 1988, 

. r . ^killing an 290 innocent souls on 

\ r ^- .J^^^oard, a gunman burst into the 
„• ‘ : V-. ■ jundergroond ceil in Lebanon in 
4 r^^^'Stwbich U.S. Lt-Col. William Hig- 
was being held hostage. 

-•? Lt.-Col Higgins had been kid- 

''ej, napped in Lebanon almost five 
-^months earlier, on Feb. 17, a 
‘ P .feisty, tough, foolhardy man who 

-■? r.; m *iSSV* ■*“ bead <* United Na- 
- -^hras observer group supervising 

• r . f: T ^J-the 1948 trace between Lebanon 

; 4:. Israel. TTae Shiite gunman, 

*24. * ^shaking with anger at the report 
. K ./* ; c o- 'i that the Americans had shot 
’-^^^idown the Airbus, asked Lt.-Col 
"" ' ^ Higgins for bis reaction to the 

' news. According to U-N. officers 
who investigated bis case, Lt.- 
Higgins — probably mo- 
T| I I r toto that the Iranian plane was a 

!X I ff\ C civilian airliner — expressed his 
satisfaction. 

... _ Enraged by this response, the ' 

. - ‘ “ ' ; *>y ^ uoman i according to the same 
^ ^ officials, pointed his Kalashnikov* 

automatic rifle at the unarmed 
’ American and opened fire with a 

'*• ;r 4.c.v dip of ammunition, killing 

T him instantly. Did outrage or 
4^.^% sadism provoke this man to shoot 
; Lt.-Col Higgins? Murder or man- 

iU ; ■ *: '"'Si slaughter? A year after his death, 

” •’ 1.-.S Ll-CoI. Higgins's kidnappers re- 
leased a videotape of their cap- 
five, hanging from a rope, cferim- 
be had just been “executed” 
v in retaliation for the Israeli Jrid- 
napping of the Shiite deric ‘ 
v ’-‘il* SheOth Abdul Karim Obeid. 

- Thus can anger and cruelty ‘ 
; shape the behaviour of Lebanon's . 

. kidnappers. Jackie Mann's re- 

:r \ Sp?.;- velatious of his treatment in the 
7' - -- i-. cellars of Beirut are in no way 
: unique. Indeed, they are mild 
" ■'"■sc compared to the sav^eiy meted 
- c out against other captives in 
1 --r ^ Lebanon. Kidnapped Lebanese 

‘ •' ' — thousands of forgotten prison- 

• - ers whom the West has always 

' ignored — provide infinitely 

■ .4 more terrible stories of their cap- 
■ ~- tz^ Z tivity. 

- Christian militiamen captured 

' ' by their Dznze opposite numbers 
were tortured to death with red- 
; L., hot irons in the Chouf mountains 
■ j-f in 1963, while Christian gunmen 

• gang-raped and then butchered 

. ^^“7 kidnapped Drnze women.' Only 
. .. . ’ ,5. ! because we in the West choose to 
' ***■• forget that Arabs have suffered 
^ from the plague of abdnctionfSr 
jf-.T 5 more grievously than Westerners 
*“ .7 T- “* are surprised. at the apparent \ 
inhumanity of tiie captors. 

..Let ns go back, however, to 

■- .. “ ~ " ~ 


1985, when die wave of ltidnap- 
ping lost embraced Americans 
. and Europeans. Lebanon had en- 
"dnred two Israeli invasions, the 
massacre of certainly hundreds 
and perhaps as many as 2,000 
Palestinians in the Sabra and 
Shatfia camps by IsraeTs allies, 
the artillery and aerial bombard- 
■ment of MasCm militias by Amer- 
ican and French forces. 

Israel, had used an “iron fist” 
— its own dreadful description — 
against the rebellions Shiite vil- . 
■ lages of southern Lebanon. In the 
Gulf, foe West was giving logis- 
tical, mflitary and political sup- 
port to the Arab leader who had 
invaded Iran — a man called 
Saddam Hussein — while hun- 
dreds of Lebanese guorilla fight- 
ers locked up by America's Israeli 
allies in Lebanon were, according 
to Amnesty International, 
routinely tortured with electric- 
ity. 

Working as a journalist in this 
brutal world, Terry Anderson, 
the Associated Press bureau chief 
in Beirut, was also kidnapped. 
Mr. Terry had risked his life 
among the Shiites of Beirut to 
report die U.S. Marine bombard- 
ment of their homes during the 
American-Sbiite fighting of 1983. 
He was — is — a fine man who 
least deserved his fate. We now 
know that he was kept for the 
first two mouths of his captivity in 
utter darkness in the basement of 
a ruined hotel, drained to the 
wall, constantly told he was to be 
“executed. ,r He later described to 
fellow prisoners how he wept 
daring those temble (toys, de- 
spairing of ever seeing his family 
again. 

He was beaten. So were the 
other American hostages who la-' 
tor joined him. Mr. Anderson 
watdred another captive — the 
kidnapped CIA station chief, 
William Buckley — died from 
ffl-treatment, and years later Mr. 
Anderson was seen beating his 
head in desperation against his 
ceD until his blood ran down the 
wall. When Tom Sutherland, the 
kidnapped American dean of 
agriculture at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, was brought 
letters from his family, iris kid- 
nappers showed him hts mail, but 
at fust refined to hand it over on 
the grounds that be too was a 
CIA agent. Only when his fellow 
hostage* Father Lawrence Jenco, 
went down on his knees before 
the kidnappers, pleading for their 
kindness towards a totally inno- 
cent man, did they hand oyer the 
letters. 

Fear that their identity would. . 
be discovered prompts almost all 
Lebanese kidnappers to insist 


that their captives remain blind- 
folded for hours each day. Jadde 
Mann was told to put a towel over 
his bead each time Ins captors 
entered his cell. Other Wester- 
ners have spent days — in one 
case months — with their eyes 
tightly bound with doth. Even 
when he was trying to negotiate 
the release of American captives ,* 
in 1985 — while still technically a 
free man — Terry Waite, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's en- 
voy, was forced to sit 00 a hard 
chair with his eyes bound while 
kidnappers threatened his own 
life as wen as those of the hos- 
tages. 

. -When Mr. Waite himself be- 
came a captive, be appears to 
have been kept in isolation for at 
least two years, side and in de- 
spair, usually blindfolded and al- 
ways suspecte d of being a spy by 
kidnappers who were aware erf his - 
meeting with then Vice-Preside nt 
George Bush and LL-CoL Oliver 
North. So ill did he become that 
his captors feared he would not 
survive his imprisonment and 
tried to prepare the ground for 
his possible demise - by telling 
journalists in Beirut that he had 
already died. 

When the French hostage 
Michel Seurat was dying of can- 
cer, be was cared for only by a 
Lebanese Jewish doctor, also a 
hostage, whose “execution” was 
later claimed by the kidnappers . 
Mr. Seurat asked to be moved to 
a room away from his fellow 
captives. When he died there, his 
kidnappers announced that he 
too had been “executed.” Once 
Mr. Waite was- out of danger — 
after which he was joined by Mr. 
Anderson, Mr. Sutherland and 
the British hostage John McCar- 
thy — die stories of his death 
suddenly ended. 

There have been individual 
cases of sadism. Several freed 
Western, hostages — not Mr. • 
Mann — recounted mock execu- 
tions. The kidnappers of the 
American Joseph Gdppio forced 
him to make a videotape 

announcing hw immine nt execu- 
tion, In which he tearfully said a 
“final” goodbye to his young 
Lebanese wife — before being 
“reprieved” by his captors. A 
French - journalist abducted in 
West Beirut tried to commit 
suicide after repeatedly being 
told that be would spent the rest 
of his life in a cellar. a 

After years drenched In pers- 
piration during Beirutis hot sum- , 
mere, hostages were, given air- . 


; 7 Assad and Arafat meet 


begin 


— ..mere 


(Coatinned from page 1)' 

fat a summit of leaden in the front 
line of the Arab-Zsraefi conflict. 

Mr. Arafat was met at the airport 
Saturday morning by Vice President 
Khaddam. It was the first time the’ 
PLO leader has been greeted here at 
such a high level bur short of what 
could have been accorded him as 
bead of the Palestinian state. 

He went hnm e d ia tet y to Ravda 
Palace, a guest mansion normally 
used for venting (figmtaries on .the 
level of prime minister. 

Sources said Mr. Khaddam then 
met with Mr. Arafat and other 
Palestinian leaden; Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, the PLO’s information chief. 
Co mmuni st Party leader Snkimao 
Najjab, local PLO repre senta tive 
Manmond KhalfaB, and independents 
Zuhdi Nasha Shftri and Sbawfiq A1 
BobL 

Faronq Khaddoumi, the Palesti- 
nian foreign minister in the 


gorvermnent-m-erfle, met with Mr. 
Panltin, die sources said. 

Mr. Arafat and Damascus cut ties 
when Syria backed a rebellion against 
his leadership by Colonel Aba Musa 
in 1983. 

Mr. Arafat’s only visit to Syria 
since then was m 1988 when he came 
to Damasc us for the funeral of his 
military deputy Khalil A1 Wazir (Abu 
Jihad) who was assassinated in 'Duns, 
by Israeli agents. 

_ The two leaders also met on the 
sidelines of Arab summita in Algeria 
tuLMonno but relations remained 


In Toms this week Mr. Arafat 
overcame banflmc o p pos iti on to rally 
the Palestine Central Council - behind 
a Palestinian presence at the peace 
co nferenc e. 

Diplomats expected Mr. Arafat to 
have talks with representatives of 
Palestinian opponents 'based in the 
Syrian capital indnding the Palestine 
National Salvation Front of four 


conditioning, only to find that the 
pound of .foe machine damaged^ 
theft ea rdrum s. A Belgian cap- ’ 
five held by Palestinians was not 

group s not represented in the PLO. 

Other groups, such as the Popular 
Front for die Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) and the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
have agreed to the peace co nferen ce 
although -they disagree on some con- 
ditions. 

PFLP leader George Habash said 
Saturday the decision to accept a joint 
Paleatinian-Jordmian de leg a tio n was 
“a big blow to the PLO.” 

‘The FLO is staffing on a danger- 
ore s6de after it submitted to the 
American conditions, (its) sur render- 
ist policy and the gratuitous conces- 
sions.” 

Some of the Palestinian leaders 
were m Tehran for a four-day 
Iranian-sponsored conference mi 
Palestine, ban's Ishnaic leaden have 
taken a hard lin e stance against nego- 
tiating with Israel. 

The general view here is that 
almost aD factions accept the idea that 
the conference wffl be held, even if 
they do not believe it will yield die 
desired result of Israel returning 
occupied territories to die Arabs. 


allowed to wash for six months.! 
In the end, his hands were so 
slippery wirit human grease that: 
he could not even botton his 
shut. , 

Hie individual courage of the 
hostages themselves in no way 
mitigates this appalling treat- 
ment. Mr. Terry Anderson, 
ordered to take off his trousers 
for a security search, indignantly 
refused and punched his kidnap- 
pers in the face when be was 
threatened. The order was never 
repeated. Hostages were — and 
stfll are — moved around Leba^ 
non in sealed steel boxes beneath 
lorries, fearful of suffocation on 
every journey. Now as John 
McCarthy has recounted, Mr. 
Anderson, Mr. Sutherland and 
Mr. Waite are often allowed to 
watch television and read books 
and magazines, their torment 
eased by accoutrements worthy 
of a thir d dass hotel. Treatment 
at the Israeli-controlled Khiam 
prison in southern Lebanon is 
also said to have improved. 

But Khiam provides a grim 
counterpoint to the disgraceful 
treatment of the Western hos- 
tages in Beirut. The routine use 
of electrical torture in this jail — 
on women as well as men — has 
been largely ignored in the West, 
even though publicised by 
Amnesty International. The in- 
mates. now being traded for the 
Western hostages, are no more 
accessible to tire Red Cross than 
the Western captives. There have 
been consistent reports of mode 
executions at Khiam. When one 
young man emerged after months 
of isolation there in a box no 
huger than a dog kennel, a prem- 
ature hunchback with his back 
covered in putrefying sores, not a 
voice was raised in protest by the 
Western politicians and newspap- 
ers that now so loudly — and so 
rightly — condemn the unforgiv- 
able treatment meted out to Jack- 
ie Maim. 

In tins context, the prisoners of 
Lebanon — whatever their 
nationality — are as much victims 
of a political tragedy as of the 
brutality of kidnappers and mili- 
tiamen. There is no shortage of 
evil in Lebanon. But had tire 
hostage holders and tire prison 
guards not been invisibly muti- 
lated by the terrible events that 
have taken place here, would 
they treat their captives so cruel- 
ly? Perhaps the Creed prisoners — 
Westerners and Lebanese alike 
rr will have to suggest whether 
the moral response should be 
revenge’ or forgiveness, in a 
Tinned land where justice- is as- 
nressmercy — Hie Indepen- 
dent. 


(Continued from page 1) 

we can get out of the conference 
and bow important we are to the 
Americans.” 

People on the s c e p tica l camp, 
however, argued that the U.S. 
should not be trusted as a fair 
sponsor of Arab-lsraeH negotia- 
tions because of the country's 
historic support of the Jewish 
state. 

“The traditional relationship 
between the U.S. and Israel does 
not give the Americans the ob- 
jectivity or fairness to' play the 
role of the referee during this 
conference,” said Fu'ad Majda- 
tawi, a 23-year-old accountant, 
priding that it would be natural 
for the U.S. to side and support 
.'Israel throughout the talks. 

Mr. Majdalawi said that this 
was the wrong time for the Arabs 
to begin aegotiatioos with Israel, 
saying that the Arabs “have nev- 
er been so divided before, thus 
weakening their position.” 
“Besides, bow could die Arab 
countries who participated in 
launching a full-fledged war 
against another Arab country, 
Iraq, and continue to sanction 
that country, is now wilting to sit 
with the Israelis and make 
peace?” he asked angrily. 

"In fact, it would be politically 
naive for Israel to give up any- 
thing to the Arabs when it is in 
such a weak position,'' com- 
mented Mr. Majdalawi. 

Jamal Abu Amour, a sales 
manager at a computer com- 
pany, agreed with him, saying 
that the outcome of the confer- 
ence would be “disappointing'' 
to the Arabs. 

“We make demands, but from 
a very weak -position, so why 
should Israel and the U.S. — 
both in a very strong position — 
give something to the weak?” he 
asked pessimistically. 

Hiba Sudah, a 21 -year -old 
secretary held a similar opinion 
and described the Arabs* parti- 
cipation in the upcoming confer- 
ence as a method “to shut up the 
Arab masses.” 

“When I heard Baker’s 
announcement to TV last night, I 
felt so frustrated thar the Arabs 
allowed themselves to fall in the 
Israeli trap,” she said. 

NawaJ Sharif, another young 
secretary, argued with Ms. . 
Sudah saying that there was no 
reason to oppose the conference. 

“It’s not wrong to go the con- 
ference if there is some hope," 
she reasoned to her colleague. 
“And if we can't get anything, 
we hove nothing to lose and we 
wont be blamed for trying.” 
Sa’ad Batayneh and Maysa 
Ma’anl, both architects, said that 
there should be no question on 
participating in the conference, 
because “any outcome from the 
negotiations would be better 
than our current situation.” 

“My concern is that the Arabs 
must go to the negotiating table 
with clear objectives, strong 
terms and demands, and concen- 
trate on the. quality- of the nego- 
tiations,” Mr. Batayneh. 36, told 
the Jordan Times. 
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Ms. Ma'ani agreed, saying that 
the Arab negotiators must go the 
conference well-prepared, be 
far-sighted, patient and with 
planned objectives. 

“In other words, we have to 
know what we are going to say in 
the next 10 years,” she com- 
mented. 

“I totally support the idea of 
this conference,” said Jihad 
Ham daq. an airconditioning 
technician, who was drin king his 
tea with a group of other young 
men at an A mman cafe. 

“I believe that the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union will pressure 
farad into giving up the occupied 
territories and nnpfement inter- 
national resolutions in our 
favour,” he told the Jordan 
Times as his friends nodded in 

agreement. 

He was optimistic rii»t the 
conference would solve the 
Palestinian problem, “especially 
that the PLO will be behind the 
scenes giving instructions to their 
negotiating team, and which will 
make the final decisions.” 

Thirty-eight-year-old Saleh 
Mustafa, a baker, described the 
conference as “the first step to- 
wards achieving the full rights of 
the Palestinian people.” He also 
believ es that the U.S. will exert 
pressure on Israel to give up the 


occupied territories “because the 
U.S. win do what it wants.” 

For Mohammad Odch. a jani- 
tor at one of Amman's hotels, 
the peace conference means cas- 
hing restrictions for him to visit his 
borne in the West Bank. 

“The important thing for me is 
that -I won't pay JD160 to the 
Israelis every time they give me a 
permit to visit the West Bank,” 
be told die Jordan Times, adding 
that he did not follow political 
news. 

Others like Hisbam Haradi, a 
popular restaurant manager, was 
also indifferent and said he felt 
“nothing” when he beard the 
news of the convening of the 
conference. 

“I know this will be a historic 
conference, and I hope it will 
benefit the Arabs and Palesti- 
nians," Mr. Hamdi said matter- 
of-factly. “But well have to wait 
and see what the results wfl] be.” 

A middle-aged housewife, Na- 
jla Abdallah, was cynical about 
the conference. “It just means — 
maybe — that we won't have to 
be strip-searched and our shoes 
taken off every time we pass the 
bridge to go to the other side,” 
she said referring to Israeli secur- 
ity checks at the King Hussein 
Bridge. 

“I feel so sad,” she told the 
Jordan Times. '“The Arabs are 
giving Israel what it never 
dreamed of having before, and 


Jordan accepts invitation 


(Continued from py 1) 

Mr. Geradinov the Soviet ambassa- 
dor, said that the Soviet Union and 
the United States were closely 
cooperating to prepare for the confer- 
ence. So far the two have been able to 
nwrmme numerous diffieiiltvMc whirl, 
had cropped up in the process of 
paving the way for the conference, he 
said. 

Mr. Pankin’s visit to Jordan, the 
axnbasrador said, is to reaffirm the 
Soviet leadership's s up port for Jor- 
dan's role in the peace process. 

He said Moscow and Amman 
maintain coordination in this regard, 
and Mr. Pankin's visit was part of the* 
coordination process. 

Meanwhile Spanish Ambassador to 
Jordan Manual Cavrera said in a 
statement to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, ihat the choice of Madrid as 
venue for the conference came as a 
surprise to all. He attributed the 
choice to the fact that Spain enjoys 
good relations with all parties in- 
volved and its historic links with 
countries of the region. 

Mr. Cavrera expre ssed delight and' 


the Spanish government’s satisfaction 
for hosting the conference and said 
Spain would exert all efforts to make 
the peace process a success. 

“The road to peace is long and 
hard, but once the parties started the 
negotiations an atmosphere of mutual 
confidence would be created,” be 

Madrid will also host the multiparty 
negotiations after the opening of the 
conference, be said. 

Information Minister Mahmoud Al 
Sharif described the decision of the 
United States and the Soviet Union to 
issue invitations for the conference as 
“a historic turning point.” 

Jordan, be told reporters, hoped 
the talks would lead to a “new page in 
the history of the region in which 
peoples coexist, the demands of the 
Palestinians are met and their rights, 
are respected.” 

Mr. Sharif described the taWca as 
the begriming of a lengthy road. 

“We hope it will also allow the 
peoples of the region to move to- 
wards building a prosperous future 
«mH rfmnrml their energies towards 
development instead of spending on 


they will sign Palestinians to the 
Israelis forever.” 

However. Mrs. Abdallah, a 
mother of six. believes that Israel 
would give some territory back 
to the Palestinians or Jordan in 
exchange for peace. “But what is 
the territory and how much are 
we getting?" she asked. 

For Nadim Dabbour. a 
businessman, the outcome of the 
conference would benefit Israel 
and provide "only temporary 
security and stability in the re- 
gion." 

Mr. Dabbour, who cynically 
described any future treaty be- 
tween the Arabs add Israelis as 
an “economic agreement.” in- 
sists that Israel would live up to 
its word that h will not give up 
any territoiy and might only 
“provide a symbolic kind of 
autonomy for tile Palestinians in 

the occupied territories." 

Several people who appeared 
sympathetic or supportive of 
Islamist groups were 
approached, but declined com- 
ent when asked their opinion by 
the Jordan Tunes. 

Islamists have announced thar 
they oppose the upcoming nego- 
tiations with bract due to ideolo- 
gical reasons. They reject any 
compromise on Palestine with 
the Jewish state which they re- 
fuse to recognise and believe that 
all of Palestine must be liberated 
through Jihad. 

wars and mutual destruction,” he 
said. 

The senior-most American and 
Soviet diplomats in Syria, Lebanon 
and Egypt delivered similar invita- 
tions to the respective foreign mi nts - 
try. 

The Palestinian invitation was deli- 
vered to activist Faisal Husseini in 
Arab Jerusalem by the American 
consul. 

Bahrain, Tunisia and Morocco also 
reported receiving the invitations. 

France pledged Saturday to sup- 
port the Middie East peace talks and 
called on participants to show good 
faith during the parley. 

A short Lebanese Foreign Ministry 
statement said U.S. Ambassador 
Ryan Crocker and Soviet Ambassa- 
dor Gennady IUitchev jointly handed 
the invitation letter to Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bweiz upon his return from 
Damascus last Friday. 

Bahrain announced the receipt of 
.the invitation to the peace conference 
as the number of participants attend- 
ing as observers appeared to be on 
the increase. 

Originally, GCC Secretary- 
General Abdullah Bishara was to 
represent Bahrain and other council 
members. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AJR FREIGHT"” 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

J^TEL. 60*676 604696 ^ 

\ P.O.BOX 7306 


f Many viflas and apartment* 
\ are available for rent anc 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. . 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, p lpea e 

Ab don n Rial 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments F(ats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 

r^l«MdSErt © 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photo 
j to 30% imrgmr 


tot 20 x BO cm 


TmL S10C85, 810689, 
— Fuc 910929. 


Just call NIOAL 

693037 



The lint A bast 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Mai Amman, near 
AhByyah.Girls School 


. Open daily 12^)0-3:30 

1 6:3C?Midnight 

ToL$3$m 



~ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefbr 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel:818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30- Midnight / 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: 823891 


rapcsxgxs? 

I MAM)AM 8E?aUWfl 

Spedd Chinese Foods 
SkiBed Obese Chets 

{open il-ttJa 0 A 6M-J130 tfrfrj 

'Taka nray fa mflaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road ' | 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 

|TaL W1P2, AmraH A 

Cnee Tasted 

ILOlwatf* laud _n 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 

* |QQp|QD 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 . 


! The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
>.O.Box 926487 Amman 




The agency Max Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 



$\enc& ^iptuJine 

819564 - Abdoun 


DAILY BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCH 



Amman -Tel 668193 
P-O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


I _»ol — : >l{]Q ^ 6~>iQ 
The Philadelphia 


3 t 


For Res. Call 663100 Ext 113. 


Soup of the Day 
Salad Bar 

Grilled Filet Mignon 
with potatoes and vegetables 
Dessert , Coffee Or Tea 
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Berger wins pole position 
at Japanese Grand Prix 


SUZUKA, Japan (AP) — 
.Gerhard Berger of Austria held 
Onto the pole position for Sun- 
-day’s Japanese Grand Prix with a 
lap record in the second qual- 
ifying round in his McLaren- 
' ;Honda. 

Berger, who earned the pro 
visional pole Friday, bettered his 
time Saturday by rounding 
-the 5. 86-kilometre Suznka dr- 
1 <®t, Honda's home turf, in 1 
minute, 34.700 seconds. That 

• Jgave him an average speed of 
, 222.919 kilometres per hour. 

\ His teammate, Ayrton Senna 
of Brazil, was second at 1:34.898, 

• followed by Briton Nigel Mansell 
-at 1:34.922. 

Saturday's results, which deter- 
mine the starting grid for Sun-^ 
-.day’s Formula One race, set back' 
.. Mansell’s hoples of winning the 
. Gist overall driver's title in his 
/ 11-year career. 

Senna, winner of the overall 
title in 1988 and 1990, came to 
Suzuki with 85 points, 16 points 
ahead of Mansell, his closest 
Competitor. 

The top three drivers all re- 
. djiced their qualifying lap tunes 
from the previous record of 
1:36.996, set by Senna last year. 

' “It was a very good lap," said 
Berger, who won the Suzuka race 
in 1987. 

. It was his eighth pole position 
in 114 career races. He took the 
lead spot in the Spanish Grand 
Prix three weeks ago. 

' Berger said he could have 
driven faster but “bad a slight 


dutch problem which stopped me 
getting out of sixth and fifth 
geais." 

.The Austrian said be felt much 
more confident than earlier in the 
season. 

“If you looked at my year. I’ve 
had good races, good qualifyings. 
The next thing is to put out a 
mind to win,” be said. 

Berger said he hoped that a 
good performance Sunday also 
could help McLaren- Honda win 
the constructor’s title. 

McLaren-Honda has domin- 
ated the constructor’s title in re- 
cent years, but this trails 
Williams- Renault 117-116. 

Senna said of the season's 
Driver’s Championship: “I feel 
good, but I am under no illu- 
sions.” 

“The race is going to be veiy 
tough, bat I Sink things are 
slowly coming our way, step by 
step. I hope tomorrow will be the 
last of those steps,” be added. 

He said the team had worked 
extensively on his machine, and 
that chassis balance would be 
crucial in Sunday’s race. 

Mansell must win both here 
and in the final race in Adelaide, 
Austria, next month, with Senna 
finishing no better than fifth, to 
wm the driver’s title. 

“It would have been nice to 
start from the front row. We’ll 
have to wait until tomorrow to 
see if they (the leaders) are as 
strong in the race,” he said. 

Senna's archrival, Alain Prost 


of France, driving a Ferrari, 
finished fourth at 1:36.670, with 
RiCcardo Patrese of Italy, driving 
a Williams- Renault, next at 
1:36.882. 

In the better rivarly between 
Senna and Prost, Senna was dis- 
qualified and lost his overall title 
here two years ago after a crash 
with Prost at the chicane. Last 
year, they crashed again, at the 
first comer of the race, and Senna 
won back the title. 

Prost ranks fourth this year 
with 31 points, and is out of title 
contention. 

Japan's main hope, Satoru 
Nakajima, came in 15th at 
1:39.118 in his Tyre 11- Honda. 
Thousands of Japanese fans, 
many waving national flags with 
his name written in Japanese, 
wished him a victory here be- 
cause it will be his last race in his 
home country. 

Nakajima has announced he 
will retire at the end of the 
season. 

Saturday's qualifying was inter- 
rupted for about 20 minutes due 
to a crash by Michael Schu- 
macher, who spun and bit a curb, 
badly damaging the rear wing of 
his Benetton-Ford. He walked 
away from the accident, and 
there was no immediate report of 
any injuries. 

On Friday, Eric Bernard of 
France damaged his Lola-Ford 
and fractured his left leg during 
the free practice session, delaying 
the qualifying later in the day. 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 

' Soccer matches held Friday, Oct. 18, 1991 


| TOTS j 

Vita 


(2) 

Vs 

Philadelphia 

(°> 

Marriott 


(0) 

Vs 

Pirelli 

(2) 

JUNIORS 

Foxboro 


(1) 

Vs 

GEMT 

(0) 

Soudani 


(0) 

Vs 

Union Bank 

(1) 

AI Hikma 


(1) 

Vs 

UPS 

(!) 

Aqaba Shipping 


(0) 

Vs 

Epson 

(0) 

I MIDS 

Delta 


(1) 

Vs 

Comcent 

(4) 

Trainee 


(5) 

Vs 

Istiklal 

(0) 

• Volvo 


(1) 

Vs 

Aid 

(2) 

SENIORS 

-Nash/Ebb 


0) 

Vs 

Lois 

(3) 

-Int. Traders 


(1) 

Vs 

Chilli House 

(1) 

* 

STANDINGS 



w 

D 

L 

GF-GA 

PL 

1 TOTS 

-Pirelli 

3 

1 

1 

8-2 

7 

Vita 

2 

1 

2 

4-3 

5 

Marriott 

2 

1 

2 

4-5 

5 

- Philadelphia 

1 

1 

3 

2-8 

3 

JUNIORS 

Foxboro 

5 

0 

1 

14-4 

10 

UPS 

4 

1 

1 

9-3 

9 

Aqaba Ship. 

3 

1 

2 

6-3 

7 

GEMT 

3 

l 

2 

6-4 

7 

Union Bank 

2 

2 

2 

2-2 

6 

Al Hikma 

1 

3 

n 

5-6 

5 

Epson 

1 

2 

3 

5-9 

4 

Soudani 

0 

0 

5 

4-20 

0 

MIDS | 

Tiamcc 

5 

0 

0 

25-5 

10 

AICI 

4 

0 

1 

15-7 

8 

Volvo 

3 

0 

2 

6-9 

6 

Comcent 

2 

0 

3 

6-U 

4 

Delta 

1 

0 

4 

9-14 

2 

-Istiklal 

0 

0 

5 

2-16 

0 

SENIORS 

Lois 

3 

1 

1 

16-12 

7 

Chilli House 

2 

2 

1 

8-6 

6 

'Int. Traders 

2 

1 

2 

15-13 

5 

■NashflEbb 

1 

0 

4 

4-12 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 
©1991 TrttUM Hub Sorwecn, toe. 


HANDLE WITH CARE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A Q 9 8 3 
TQ76 
O K J9 

* 6 3 

WEST EAST 

* J 7 * K 10 5 4 

<? A K J 9 5 f 10 8 4 3 2 
054 0732 

4 J 9 8 7 * 10 

SOUTH 

* 6 2 
? Void 
O A Q 10 8 6 
* AKQ64 2 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

14 l 1 ? 14 2? 

3 0 Pass 3-4 

4 0 Pass 6 0 

6 0 Pass Pass 

; Opening Jead: King of S’ 

One definition of a pessimist is 
someone who wean a belt and sus- 
penders. The equivalent at the 
bridge table is a player who takes 
every precaution, and that ia a 

compliment. 

North-South reached a sound six- 
diamond contract on a logical auc- 
.tian. Note that North waa not 
inclined to bid no trump — on the 
auction the queen of hearts waa a 
doubtful stopper. 

West led the king of hearts, raffed 


by declarer. Trumps were drawn in 
three rounds and declarer then 
started on chibs. The 4-1 aplit was a 
bit of a disappointment, but all was 
not yet lost. Declarer surrendered a 
chib to West, who shifted to the jack 
of spades. The finesse of the queen 
lost to the king— down one. 

Declarer met with some unlucky 

breaks, but should have landed the 
slam regardless. There was almost 
no way to succeed If dubs were 5-0, 
so at trick two Sooth should have 
cashed the ace of dubs, taking due 
note of East's ten. Next, trumps 
should have been tested by cashing 
the ace and king. 

If trumps were 4-1, declarer 
would have had to draw trumps and 
rely on favorable dub division. 
However, when trumps prove to be 
3-2, declarer can protect against 
East holding a singleton dub by 
leading a club Grom the table. If East 
ruffe, declarer will ruff the heart 
return, run the dubs to discard four 
spades from dummy, and mnkn the 
slam by ruffing the losing spade on 
the board. If East does not ruff, 
declarer’s king wins, a dub is ruffed 

with the table's high trump to estab- 
lish the suit, and declarer returns to 
hand with a heart ruff to draw the 
last trump and run the dubs. At the 
end, declarer concedes a spade, but 
wimImw the olam 


Johnson 
leads 
Lakers 
in Paris 

PARIS (AP) — Magic Johnson 
delighted the Parisian crowd with 
an all -court show as the Los 
Angeles Lakers beat CSP 
Limoges of France to 132-101 
Friday in the McDonald’s Open. 

The Lakers take on Joventut 
Badalona of Spain in the final. 
The Spanish champions downed a 
depleted Yugoslavian team, Slo- 
bonda Dalmadja, in the opener, 
117-86. 

Johnson played just 26 minutes 
but had 21 assists with 7 points as 
the Lakers rotated lineups to give 
everyone playing time. Vlade 
Divac played 25 minutes and led 
the Lakers with 23 points. 

Stephane Ostrowyki topped 
the Limoges scorers with 26 
points. 

Johnson did not disappoint the 
full house. 

“Showtime is a number of 
things, it’s not only dunks,” said 
Johnson. “It’s moving the ball, 
getting jumpers.” 

After a 29-24 first quarter lead 
for tiie Lakers, Johnson sat on 
the bench for the opening mi- 
nutes of the second period as 
Limoges stayed dose until 39-35. 

Magic returned, delivered two 
assists to Divac, had a three- 
pointer and helped to pump the 
score to 51-37. 


Tyson’s 
rib injury 
postpones 
fight with 
Holyfield 

LAS VEGAS (R) — The Nov. 8 
world heavyweight title fight be- 
tween champion Evander Holy- 
field and Mike Tyson was post- 
poned Friday because of an in- 
jury to Tyson’s left rib cage, fight 
organisers said. 

A brief statement from Caesars 
Palace, the scheduled she for the 
fight, expected to be the richest in 
history, said Tyson suffered the 
injury on Oct. 8 and re-injured it 
on Oct. 15 while training. 

The statement said it was a 
“non-contact cartilage injury.” 
No explanation was immediately 
available. 

Tyson was “examined by Dr. 
Gerald L. Higgins, an ortho- 
paedic surgeon in Las Vegas who 
recommended the postponement 
of the bout,” the statement said. 

It said promoters of the bout 
are discussing dates to reschedule 
the fight, which was expected to 
gross $100 million, as Tyson 
attempted to regain the title he 



Mike Tyson 

lost in February 1990 when James 
“Buster” Douglas knocked him 
out. 

“The fight is definitely off. It’s 
(just) a postponement,” said 
Rich Rose, president of Caesars 
World Sports, who was in Atlan- 
tic City. He said a new date for 
the fight should be announced 
this weekend. 

Holyfield, who won the tide by 
knocking out Douglas last Octo- 
ber, was guaranteed $30 million 
and Tyson 15 mflliOD for their 


scheduled 12-round showdown 
for which Tyson waa a 2-1 
favourite in the early betting line. 

One source said Tyson must 
- avoid contact for sbe to eight 
weeks. Another report said the 
fight might take place in early 
January. 

Tyson is scheduled to stand 
trial on Jan. 27 in Indianapolis. 
Indiana, on charges that he raped 
a beauty pageant contestant in his 
hotel room last July. 

Tyson has denied the charges. 


Candidates bid to impress IOC members 


SYDNEY (AP) — Sydney opted 
for a vibrant video presentation, 
Peking stock to the facts. Man- 
chester emphasised its history, 
while Berlin stressed its new soli- 
darity. 

Four leading contenders to 
play host to the Olympic Games 
in the year 2000 took the floor 
Saturday at the 25th congress of 
the General Assembly of Interna- 
tional Sports Federations 
(GAISF). 

All were hoping to make a 
good early impression on the 21 
voting members of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
who were among the 300 GAISF 
delegates. 

Tbs IOC will choose the host 
city at its meeting in Monte Carlo 
in late 1993. 

Sydney bid chief executive Rod 
McGeoch gave a brief speech and 
then played a short video featur- 
ing shots of the outbade, famous 
Australian athletes and examples 
of major sporting events held 
nationwide over the past six 
years. 

Sydney’s package was inten- 
tionally youthful, with shots of 
young athlete* backed, by la 
pounding. rock- rhythm. . .. 

It contrasted with the lower 
key approach taken by the other 
three contenders. Brasilia, Bra- 
zil, which also has announced its 
candidacy, was not present. 

Manchester Committee mem- 
ber Michael Dyble recalled in- 
ventions which have sprung from 
the northern English city, point- 
ing out it was the first city to have 
a' public transportation system. 

His colleague. Sir Philip Car- 
ter, said: “We are building on 
lessons learned in the (unsuccess- 
ful) 1996 campaign and our 2000 
bid will be so much stronger.” 
German Minister of Sports and 
Education Jnergen Klemann 
urged all delegates to share his 


nation’s dream of a Berlin Olym- 
pics. 

“We want to celebrate 
friendship of nations, right in the 
heart of Europe,” Mr. Klemann 
said. 

China is seeking its first Olym- 
pics and Peking took a statistical 
approach. 

Olympic Committee Secretary 
General Jizhong Wei concen- 
trated his speech on the stadiums, 
hotels and transport systems 
which are in place or ready for 
construction for the Olympics. 

New South Wales State Pre- 
mier Nick Greiner, who supports 
Sydney’s bid. said his state’s 
capital city faced a tough task. 

Delegates at the GAISF con- 
ference have discussed possible 
reforms to the system of selecting 


Olympic host cities. 

IOC Director-General Fran- 
cois Garrard said the current bid- 
ding process, in which the 94 IOC 
members are lobbied by candi- 
date cities, was not perfect. 

“We are trying to improve the 
system, and we are thinking of all 
the constituents of the Olympic 
movement, but the difficulties are 
obvious,” Mr. Canard said. 

Meanwhile the endurance 
-sport of triathlon took a step 
toward becoming an Olympic 
event when it was admitted Satur- 
day to the GAISF. 

The event involving swimming, 
cycling and running was a pro- 
visional member of the federation 
and was upgraded because in- 
creased public interest and parti- 
cipation, the group said. 


Atlanta dream season may 
be nightmare for Las Vegas 


LOS ANGELES (R) — While 
the 1991 baseball season may 
seem like a dream for the Atlanta 
Braves and Minnesota Twins, it' 
could' bq>a mOIrao-doIlar -night- 
mare for. Vegas boobnakers. . 

“Most sports book operators : 
were definitely rooting against 
tiie Braves,” said Art Manteris, 
director of the race and sports- 
operations at the Las Vegas Hil- 
ton Race and Superbook. 

“We will lose money on this 
proposition no matter which of 
these teams wins,” said Kathy 
Espin, spokeswoman for the Star- 
d&st Resort and Casino. 

Industry sources estimate a 
Braves win in the World Series 
could cost Nevada's sports book 
operations about $15 million. 

“That seems to be fairly credi- 
ble,” Manteris said. Before the 
season the national league cham- 
pion Braves, who finished last in 


their division last year with die 
wont record in Major League 
baseball, were 100-to-l to 300-to- 
1 kmgshots to win the World 
Series. J £’.\ 

. The Twins, who also finished 
in their division last year, 
were 60-to-l to 100-to-l under- 
dogs. 

“We had the Twins at 80-to-l 
.and the Braves at 250,” Manteris 
said. 

The Stardust's pre-season 
favourite to win the World Series 
was the Oakland Athletics at 
.3-to-l, followed by the NeW York 
Mets at 6-to-l, Espin said. 

For the best-of-seven World 
Series that opens Saturday the 
odds favour the Twins slightly. 

“The Minnesota Twins are 6- 
to-5 favourites to defeat the 
Braves,” said Vmce Magliulo, 
sports book manager at Ceasar’s 
Palace. 



Andy Capp 


VOUANDvaUR 

PRIDE- SHALL 
>- I ASK j 
[ H ERROR "YOU? 


' MISSUS/ COULD \OU STAND 
l' VOUR SON-IN-LAW A DRINK? 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 19 91 . • j 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll FVgbter Fovnsmxt 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
wonderful Sunday for you to ex- 
paud your religious spiritual, edu- 
cational (and or) scientific interests 
to yea mil have a greater amount 
of peace, serenity and understand- 
ing in the days ahead. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is a fine day to concentrate 
open getting all of your. practical 
affairs on a much better foundation 
and basis so you 1 evidence more 
prosperity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your charm is high and you have it 
in your power to show you arc a 
real charmer and can please those 
pereoual ties who nriy upon youfor 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are in a tarty mood now and can 
wdD utilize this to the private 
information you need so that yon 
can make your own special ideas a 

part of your life. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take some tune out now 
to be with good friends and let 
them know bow much you value 
being a part of their lives by some 
oompfiment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you find that you have the need to 
go straight to one in power to get 
frfr n to help you gain the informa- 
tion that will make your outside 
projects easier to do. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take some time out now to 
gam some new allies or new m- 


formation - than can make 
dreams come true with more of 
zip and zest yon Hke. 

LIBRA: (September 23 fo October 
22) You have fats of Bfrfc duties to 
perform that require exactness and 
precision and this it the time for 
you to do them so you have fat 
uuffe position in your. life. 

SCORPIO: (October 23to 
ber 21) Whatever you want fo 
to gain the good wtff of partners h 
fine now if you wiB got in touch 
with them and. explain just what 
you have in .nnnd- j 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 fo 
December 21) Thera are n&maqy 
project' for you; to do than, a mo- 
ment should not be tost in 'day- 
dreaming so make up your nand 
early and then perform tasks with 
courage. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is your time to 
show off a bit and to thorougjiy 
enjoy the outlets that make yok 
feel you are really firing on top qf 
the world. < 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your interest now is aprq> 
be strongest in getting aB of your 
affair s on a more sofid and secure 
structure bo think out a practical 
course under which to operate. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Dash around seefeg and being 
with usual allies, malting your daily 
affair s more suitable mid satisfac- 
tory and have ap p oin t men ts with 
those able to aid yon.. 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 


HARRIS 



ADULT 

CRUNCH 

CEREAL 



“Instead of marshmallows, it has 
aspirin, stomach pills and 
tranquilizers." 


THAT SCRAMBLES WORD GAME 
. by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee . 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to seen square, to form 
foor ordinary words. 


MICHE 


1 




I 

1 

1 

1 

■ 

1 




CALPEA 


□znz 

> 
W V 


HAR 

TH 

ISj 


□ 

□ 


• 




PEOPLE WHO REFUSE 
TO WEAR THEIR 
PKESCW0EE7 EYE - 
GLASSES SOMETIMES 
MAKE THIS OF 
THEMSELVES . 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


"-mxxixrm l 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: KINKY FORAY DECEIT PROFIT 

Answer That cynic said that the world is neither round 
nor Bat but this — CROOKED 


THE Daily Crossword byBemi 


Ice Gordon 


ACROSS 
1 Aesopian racer 
G Dey of films 
fO Drink 
.14 1 st. art no 

15 Lyric poem 

16 Radial 

17 "The Admirable 
Doctor" 

.19 Style 

20 Certain TV 
offering 

21 Sites 

23 Wee one 

24 Branches 

25 — up (get wise) 
20 Reads 

32 Helen's mother 

33 Fictional uncle 
35 Smal piece of 

ground 

38 Yankee 
Doodle...” 

37 Choke 

38 Mountain hi 
Kyushu 

39 Hair piece 

41 More fanpoCta 

43 Feds 

44 Ancient 
monastics - 

46 Logical 

48 "Roots" actor 
John 

49 Tramp 

50 Jidefs 1 amity 

name 

53 Pack atonal 
57 Emulates M.C. 

Hammer 
56 Rock artist 

60 A Gardner 

61 From top — 

62 Weather word 

63 Unwanted plant 

64 Fats 

65 Gapt Hook's 
aide 

DOWN 





■■■a 

■in 

aaaas; 

anu 

■■■i 

■ a; 

anil 

aim 

■■■ f ! 

a ai 

■aai 

an 

■Hi 

■■■aai! 

auagi 

an 

HH 

■ Ml 

a ai 

■aai 

■■"■■ 

uaaa 

■HI 

■■■1 

ana 

JHB 


1 

2 Crooked 

3 Fury 

4 Orestes' sister 

5 Ugh school dub 
member 

6 Iridescent gem 


7 Legendary Urd 

8 Great hero 

9 Gentlemen In 
Granada 

10 Cover with 
vapor 

11 Nobel physicist 

12 Dies — 

13 Roman dan 
18 Uproar 

22 Cage of an 

elevator 

25 Piece of bread 

26 Notes 

27 Neck feature 

28 Hot spiced drink 

29 — Sound, WA 

30 Ateior prop 

31 Rock 

3* Demented 

40 Added 

41 Performs 
surgery 

42CriUdzes 
43 Meddes rashly 
4S — pros 
47 Unfeeling 


Ymmfay's Push Solved: 


nranna nuzm nr 
nnranrn nnnm nr 
nunon nnnra nr 
rjnnnnnran nonr 
nnnn unnn 

nnnnn r^nnnra r 

nnr3 n ns nr]n nr 

nnnnnnnF] nnnr 
nn nnnn 

rinHS nrinn nnr: 

nnHK 

nnnn nnnn nnr 


50 Ship's hands 

51 Swiss river 

52 Commandment 
word 

53 Highlander 


54 Mine car 

55 Bonier Wee 

56 Busbars 


59 Indian 























Financial 

M . , <r - in Cm ummra O iam with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UJ. DoBar h hrianutknul Ihi lmi 


Sterling 


Deotfdbe Mark 




French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Coropean Currency Unit 


Iwn-fapati tM itu Car moota n 


1 MTH 


6 MTHS 


5.1Z 

5^571 

5.25 1 

5.57 1 

10.45 

10.31 

10.18 , 

10.12 . 

9.12 

9.31 - 

9.25 

9.25 

8.06 

i rm 

8.18 

8.06 

l SR 

9.09 

KB 

9.21 

6.53 

6.28 

5.96 

5.62 

9.56 

9JS 

9.75 

9.75 


; aoudhe UJS. Mn IMMt« ctpfwfcM. 

a*®* 1 12/10/91 


Meul 

USD/Oz 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gbi 

Gobi 

361.90 

7.05 

Silver 

4.155 

0.092 


• 21 Kam 

CnwCrnt Bank off Jordan 


Currency 


U.S. DoBar 


is 19/10/91 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Marfa 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 
Japanese Yen 4 
Dutch Gnflder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian lira 4 
Belgian Franc 



K 19/10/91 




Currency - 

Rnhf ini D inar 

Lebanese lira 4 
Saadi Rjyal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Klyal 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Biyal 
UAE Dirimn 
Greek Drachma* 
Cypriot Pound 
' ha 100 

CAB Indices for 


Afl-Share 

Banking Sector 
Insurance Sector 
Industry Sector 
Services Sector 


1.787 | 

7,797 

0.0774 1 

0.0777 

0.1824 

0.1834 ‘ 

- 

- 

0.1858 

0.1868 

0.2050 : 

0.2180 

1.754 

1,764 

0.1858 

0.1868 

0.3W8 

0.3798 

1.4550 - 

1.4650 


Fto WttM Market 


9/10/91 Close 

16/10/91 Clan 

- 122.01 

123.06 

103.10 

104.21 

125.10 

125.56 

150.61 

151.56 

130.10 

..13135 


British 
jobless 
total nears 
2.5 million 

LONDON (Agencies) — Bri- 
tain’s jobless total climbed dose 
2JS mflUon for foe first time in 
force yean last month bat foe 
slower than expected rise pro- 
vided soom comfort for a govern- 
meot fighting recession. 

Seasonally-adjusted unemploy- 
ment rose by 35,700 in September 
to reach 2.46 million or 8.7 pear, 
cent of the workforce. It was foe 
smallest monthly increase in 
almost a year. 

The government acknowledges 

that any improvement m unem- 
ployment figures will lag behind 1 
the economic recovery which h 
says is just starting to get "trader 
way. 

But Employment Secretary 
Michael Howard welcomed the 
figures, which were much lower than 
economists had forecast 
“There are now unmistakable 
signs of foe end of the recession,” 
Ire said. 

Economists said tire figures 
were encouraging but would not 
give much of a boost to recovery 
hopes. 

“The government can take 
some heart from the latest figures 
but the outlook for unemploy- 
ment remains grim,” said Ruth 
Lea, chief economist at Mitsu- 
bishi Bank in London. 

She said unemployment was 
likely to keep rising well into next 
year. ‘The green shoots of eco- 
nomic recove ry are still looking 
pretty frostbitten.” 

Government officials said the 
lower than expected rise was hard 
to explain and they were cautious 
about reading too modi into tire 
figures. But they hoped that the 
worst was over. 

Other figures showed that 
average earnings rose by a higher 
than expected 7.75 per cent in the 
year to August. 

The opposition Labour Party 
said foe data showed that Britain 
was paying an “appalling price.” 

Algeria 
asks to join 
GATT 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has ; 
applied for admaswoin to GATT 
(General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Tirade), the minis t er with 
special- responsibility -for com- 
merce, Ahmad Fodfl Bey, has 
said. 

The m i nister also told- a semi- 
nar in Algiers that foe govern- 
ment planned hew codes on 
trade, fiscal matters and customs 
tariffs. 

Primary materials bong im- 
ported would be subject to low 
tariff* , he said, wdrfiwg that -the 
number Of different tariffs would 
be cat from 19 — ranging from nil 
to 120 per cent tax — to nine, 
with foe tax rates ranging from nO 
to 42 per cent, the Algerian news 
agency said. 


French unemployment 
chiefs become jobless 

PARIS (R) — The two latest casualties of France's rising tide of 
unemployment were the bearers of the bad news themselves. 

Joining foe ranks of the record 2.7 million jobless Friday were the 
chairman and managing director of foe state employment agency, 
ANPE, which compiles unemployment statistics. 

Employment Minister Martme Aubry sacked ANPE Managing 
Director Jean Marimbert Thursday night and Chairman Jean 
Bernard resigned m protest Friday. 

Finance Minister Pierre Beregovoy accused the ANPE this week of 
being little more than an out-of-date recrod-keeping machine 
producing “debatable statistics.” 


Israel angered by U.S. 
doubts over credit rating 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel, need- tion room 
mg vast loans to provide homes, Israel's 
jobs and services for an influx of cause the 
Soviet Jews, is hitting bade at bear on 1 
suggestions from Washington billion in 
that its. 'ability to repay them may the Amer 
be in doubt. Preside! 


tion rooms of the White House.” U.S. guarantees is only part of 
Israel's anger is intense be- what i& needed to absorb an 


cause foe official studies could expected million immigrants by 
bear on Israel's request for $10 1995. 


Barnard reamed to protest Friday. 2!S? ,0 ^ fr0,n in loan guarantees from Isradi officials pot the total 

Finance Mrnisto Pierre Beregovoy accused the ANPE this week of Prepay them may tbeAmoricm goveramraL cost aT$50 billion - $20 to $30, 

being little more than an out-of-date recrod-keeping machine , . t President George Bush block- brUiop in loans from foreign 

producing “debatable statistics." “These articles... give Israel a ed consideration of the loan banks. 

With unemployment proving a severe drag on foe government's f“^ ant 5“ f ?5*; 120 da 5L!5 The CRS said servicing rising 

popularity,] Mr. Aubry SKrSS debt, would be more difficult on- 

ofpuffitii^A^joblett in touch with employers and to weed ou. more ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ter VilztakShmrir, after recent tael failed toaster enough 
press reports of critical official support in Congress, normally a 


of patting the jobless in touch with employers and to weed out more 
benefit cheats. 


Romania finds 
‘no gas’ to refill 
for reform trip 


The CRS said servicing rising 
debt would be more difficult nn- 


stuefaes m foe United States. powerful ally, to override Mr. 

U.S. newspaper; have reported Bush’s threatened veto, 
that gove rnm ent studies of Tbcragb Isradi says its debt 
Israel’s creditworthiness showed repayment record is perfect, since 
it might not be able to repay 1 its 1975 Washington has given an 


forecast to rise further as Israel 


powerful ally, to override Mr. * 

SS&.VX hundred, of 

£2 Avi Ben Bassat, director of 


research at the central bank, in- 


growing debt 1 B 0 S t7$uSS ^ ^ 


BANGKOK (R) — Romania’s 
economic reform s have been hit 
by the fafinre of rich countries to 
deliver promised aid. National 
Bank Governor Mugnr Isarescu 
has said. 

Reforms have not only been 
running according to plan, win- 
ning praise from foe International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), but have 
been accelerated, Mr. Isarescu 
said. 

However, the reform program- 
me had been built on the assump- 
tion of substantial foreign finan- 
cial aid. 


Europe export markets and lack 
of foreign funding. 

“The IMF p rog ra mme is cm 
track but the economy is off 
track,” be said. 

Uncert ai nty after September’s 
miners’ riots led the World Bank 
to suspend a planned loan, thre- 
atening to farther disrupt Group 
of 24 funding as Japan's contribu- 
tion was tied to that credit. 

Talks on the World Bank loan 
are to resume in November. 

Mr. Isarescu said foe reforms 
had been based on two pillars — 
$1 btQkm from the IMF, which 


drastic economic reforms. service the debt. The Congres- 

The studies, by the U.S. Ex- atonal Research Sendee (CRS) 
port-import Bank and Congress- notes that the total debt has 
skmal Research Service, reflect increased rapidly in receot years, 
long-standing U.S. concern that The CRS report said Israel 
Israel has not introduced market manages its fo reign debt and 
reforms to an economy be- annual budget deficit through in* 
leagnered by high inflation, high creasing levels of foreign aid and 


M tart M e (SS 

notes that the total debt has *** ecoooauc ^ rowth - 
increased rapidly in receot years. Mr. Bassat also said the gov- 
The CRS report said Israel eminent had made reforms, re- 
manages its fo reign debt and ' during barriers to trade, relaxing 
annual budget deficit through in- foreign exchange controls, mov- 


debt and heavy government in- Jewish philanthropy. ~ 
tervention. Israel has received more than 

With relation with Washington $50 b illio n in U.S. aid since 1949 
on a raw edge over arrangements — $3 billion in military «pd eco- 
for a proposed Middle East peace nomic grants annually s in ce 1985. 
conference, columnist Sever “A proposed $10 billion in- 
Kotzkw in Yediofo Ahronoth, crease in external debt over the 
Israel’s largest circulation daily, next five years for the purpose of 
laid the blame on the White financing immigration costs 
House. would, however, alone increase 

“A smear campaign against Israel’s external debt by some- 
Israel's economy is being con- what over 40 per cent,” the CRS 
ducted in the American media,” report said, 
he wrote. “The source of the The $10 billion Israel hones to 


“It’s crucial not only to have was being paid out on schedule, 
money but to have promised and SI billio n from the Group of 
money at the doe time,” Mr. 24, winch was not. 


ISarescu said. 


and SI billion from the Group of . inspiration... is one of fee situa- 
24, which was not- 


Romania now expects to re- 


Tbe IMF’s policy-making In- eeive a maximum of only $300 
terim Committee had called for million of Group of 24 money this 
“adequate and timely financing” year. 

to back adjustment, he said. It had a $200 mflfian bridging 
“We started on this trip with a loan from the Bank for Intema- 


balf-fnll tank, expecting we could 
fill up with fuel on foe way now 
and again. We pushed on the 
accelerator, and when we 
reached the first fuel station there 
was a sign saying *no gas,”’ he 
said. 

Mr. Isarescn said the Rotna- 


mfllion of Group of 24 money this 

It had a $200 mfllzon bridging I economic n 


New pact sets up Soviet 
economic links 


in advance of the first European 
Community (EC) payment, ex- 
pected now in November wwfamd 
of April as promised. 

The EC has been delaying pay- 
ments because it wants other 
Group of 24 members, principally 


man government and parliament the United States, to contribute. 

remained enwimittod tn MwimniK W ashingto n has been hriMmg 

reform, despite the recent riots off became it doubts the demo- 
ted by coalminers. cratic credentials of the Roma- 

Tbe mhiers, whose rampage nian authorities, 
forced Mr. Isarescu to call off a Mr. Isarescu said he had raised 

major re fo rm , internal convert!- the issue with U.S. officials, who 
bflhy for Romania’s c urren cy, the listened sympathetically and 
leu, and a single exchange rate, p ro m ised to consider Romania’s 


•were protesting against huge emergency food needs, 
price rises and the prospect of Because of the rainy summer 
massive unemployment. and problems in land reform . 

The economy was indeed per- agricultural production would not 
forming worse than had been cover domestic needs this year 
assumed under the IMF- and Romania would need $200 
approved reforms, Mr. Isarescu milli on to $300 million to buy 
said. ' wheat and potatoes, Mr. Isarescn 

Instead of expected zero said, 
growth this year, the economy “I expect because of the 
would shrink by five to 10 per hardships and the burden of foe 
cent September events there wfll be 

Inflation, expected to run at some modification of the process 
120 per cent because of price of adjustment,” be said, 
liberalisation, would be nearer — — 

Unemployment 

mflUoa, were only $50 rodflkm. • » 

That was due to the collapse of lU JiftLr FISCS 
Rom*** Sort* and tann> Luxembourg (ap) _ ^ 
' rate of unemployment in the 12 

• 1 European Co mm unity countries 

11 Mil rose to 8.9 per cent in August 

O from 8.8 per cent in July, foe EC 

skm behind it. This has buoyed reported Friday, 
sentiment and attracted investors R was 8.4 per cent in August 
to stocks. • 1990. 

.... , .. . Germany, excluding former 

Gem ”y. only 

haw ; rangy raftered wem to be coimtiy where unemployment fell 
tootag hire maybe thing, me l»t August, dropphg to 4.6 per 
trnnmg rathe next quarter or ant from 4.7 pg^Srt in My! 

y 1 Peter Hagnman. chief Denmark’, unemployment 

CTCail i ee o fficer at Hallmark rare the moat, jumping tom 8.1 
Capital Management. per cent mlnlytols^er cent in 

He said the stock market has August. 


Wall Street stocks end week at record high 



NEW YORK (R) — Four years 
after their worst crash in history 
Wall Street stocks ended at re- 
cord highs Friday* propelled by 
cor p o rate earnings reports that 
were slightly better than expected 
and lower interest rates. 

‘ The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age closed up 24.15 points at 
3,077. 15, topping the prior record 
set Wednesday. 

I Nearly four years ago to the 
day, the 30-stock index had its 
darkest day, plunging 508 points 
to 1,738.74 on OcL 19, 1987. . 

Volume was brisk at 204 mil- 
lion shares on the New Yorir 
Stock Exchange,, with advancing 
issues edging refiners 875 to 724. 


The average share gained six 
U.S. cents. 

The upswing was abo fuelled 
by a rebound in bond prices after 
Thursday’s freefall on disappoint- 
ment that the Federal Reserve, 


the U.S. central bank,- did not vestments at that time . 


recapturing much of Thursday's skm behind iL This has buoyed 
losses. Its yield fell to 7.96 per sentiment and attracted investors 
cent from 8.02 per cent. to stocks. ■ 

teratSd£^d^I?faS^t£ . •‘Some o f foe cora pemes flat 

mafaM rt/v+c nwnv> uiiiaii tium in. have really suffered seem to be 
make. Mock, more attrectme m- , 00 ^ maybe thing, ne 

turning in the next quarter or 


lower interest rates. 

“The rally was cut short yester- 
day (Thursday) because of the 
sharp drop in bond prices,” said 
Robot Walberg, equity analyst 
at MSS lutpraxtioftal. The Dow 
index lost 8.72 points Thursday. 
“When the bond market tamed 


Market watchers said better- 




stock market. 

“There’s a focus on earnings 
and most are being viewed in a 
positive fight,” one trad said. 
While some companies have 


him assurances they would come 
aboard after farther negotiation. 
The pact includes provisions for 
associate status. 

“I think the agreement will 


and seven other republic chiefs must decade now to divide up the 
have joined Mikhail Gorbachev country’s huge internal debt and 
in a new economic onion and now foreign debt, allocate the burden 
face the stickier task of forging of does to foe centre and create a 
political ties on the rains of the new banking system, 
old Soviet system. Azerbaijan and the Ukraine 

They gathered in the Kremlin’s refused to sign at the last minute, 
ornate St. George’s Hall Friday joining Moldavia and Georgia on 
for an elaborate signing cere- the sidelines. The absence of the 
mony that included champagne Ukraine in particular could hurt 
toasts and a collective news con- the onion's chancea of surviving 
ference. and of winning foreign aid, which 

The treaty, a product of Western leaders have made con- 
months of debate, will create a tingent cm approval of the treaty, 
“single ccononnc rone” enoom- However, the Soviet president 
passing most of foe SovretUmon. said most of the republics gave 
It will take effect once ratified by him assurances they would come 
foe republics {whaments, prob- aboard after fnrthm negotiation. 

ably within a few weeks. The pact includes provisions for 

“It’s as if our ship was tossed gaod** cram* 
by a stoim.md now we can Jed a* agreement wffl 

^ B ,8g und ; i Kl & kbs ^ * **?: survive because there is no other 
ident Nursultan Nazarbayev said mOTe reliable way of getting out 

after of the current crisis,” Mr. Gor- 

Tne treatycalls for a ooordm- bachev said. “Now our partners 
ated monetary and banking sys- know whom they can deal with.” 
tem, customs rales and tariffs, r- ^ j f 

and cooperation in the Grids such Gorowbert vrsiOTof a 

as energy, transportation and P°““Cal confederation growing 

communications. Last-minute ^ t ^^ eco J K T C J* 
changes demanded by Mr. Yeltsin jeopardised by foe absence of foe 

riinet republics introdnee their “SfSSlSS? popa ’ 

own currencies. tow republic with 50 mflhon peo- 

The central government wfll be P*? an industrial and agn- 
proUbited from running a deficit, cnfoiral jxwertioase. 
levying taxes or interfering “in T he Ukraine announced 

foe eSmomic activity ofrater- “2 

pjjggg »» mediately, bat did not rale out 

. Officials with foe International F^B^ ter - l £ sent a delegation 
Monetary Fond, World Bank and to the Kremlin ceremony to de- 
the Group of Seven leading in- I ? OI ^ strate *** aosae for con- 
dustriafised countries have said tmn ™K cooperation, 
any major aid to the Soviet Union “We represent the Ukraine 
was contingent on the signing of here, so that yon don’t get the 
the economic union treaty and impression that the Ukraine has 


creasing levels of foreign aid and tog to deregulate capital markets 
Jewish philanthropy. and starting to privatise. 

Israel has received more than However, he acknowledged 
$50 billion in U.S. aid since 1949 Israel bad moved slowly on some 
— $3 billion in nriKtaxy and eco- important reforms. The state role 
nomic grants annually since 1985. to tb* economy has actually risen 
“A proposed $10 billion in- a*, spending on immigrants 
crease in external debt over the climbs. 

next five years for the purpose of If the United States refuses 
financing immigration costs loan guarantees when they come 
would, however, alone increase up for congressional approval -in 
Israel’s external debt by some- January, or serious questions are 
what over 40 per cent,” the CRS raised about Israel’s ability to 
report said. repay debts, it could make it 

The $10 billion Israel hopes to difficult for Israel to obtain other 
borrow at favourable rates with foreign aid. 


ts up Soviet Canadian 
iks banks cut 

tion president said. Republics still 

must decide now to fovide up the foto 

country’s huge internal debt and Q | H1I C MT dl U 
foreign debt, allocate the burden 

of does to the centre and create a TORONTO (R) — Major Cana- 
new banking system. dian banks slashed their prime 

Azerbaijan and the Ukraine lending rates to nine per cent 
refused to sign at the last minute, Friday as high unemployment 
joining Moldavia and Georgia on and battered consumer confi- 
the sidelines. The absence of the dense continued to plague econo- 
Ukraine in particular could hurt mic recovery. 


The Royal Bank of Canada led 
the cuts, dropping its prime from 


Western leaders have made con- 9.5 per cent. All other major 
tingent cm approval of the treaty. Canadian banks quickly followed 
However, the Soviet president except for the Bank of Montreal; 
said most of the republics gave ^ art its prime rate last 


week. 

The prime rate, which banks 
charge their best customers, is 
now at its lowest level since 1987; 
Meanwhile, Statistics Canada,- 


survive because there is no other • . gowrumnet agracy, reported 
more reliable way of getting out ' “*** Cmda s “ffiatmn rate fell to 
of the c urr e n t crisis,” Mr. Got- 5.4 per cent from 5.8 per cent. 


bachev said. “Now our partners 
know whom they can deal with.” 
Mr. Gorbachev’s vision of a 
political confederation growing 
out of the economic union is 
jeopardised by the absence of the 
Ukraine, the second-most popn- 


Economists, who cite the slow- 
down in inflation as one of the 
incentives for interest nue drops, 
expect foe inflation rate to fell 
to three per cent by next' 
February. 

They said the banks also may: 
have eased in response to high; 


tons republic with 50 million pco- unemployment, which is above ltf 
pi e and an industrial ana agn- per cent, and rep ort s that Cana-'. 


cultural powerhouse. 

The Ukraine announced 
Thursday it would not sign un- 


da’s three-month-old recovery: 
has begun to falter. 

Despite a surge in business 


mefoatri^birt did not role out activity far foe early summer, 
jomrng bter. ft sent a delegation boosted growth to an 

to the Kremhn ceremony to de- animal rate of 4.9 per cent in the 
monstrate its desire for con- second quarter ana o fficiall y pul- 
tinning cooperation. led Canada out of a year of 

“We represent the Ukraine recession, the economy now 


represent 
i that yon 


around, that allowed stocks to reported weak results, there was 
resume the rally.” ' ■ a growing c onsen sus on Wall 

But Friday, tbe benchmark 3(1- Street that corporate America 


Capital Management. 

He said the stock market has 
also been rising on hopes that 
President George Bosh might . 
■ pint atte m p t to stimulate the 
economy by proposing a tax 


tiie institution of market-oriented 
refrain. 

But Mr. Yeltsin cautioned that 
many elements remain unre- 
solved. 

“We should not let tins signing, 
and a glass of champagne, turn 
our heads,” the Russian Federa- 


second quarter and officially pul- 
led Canada oat of a year of 
recession, tbe economy now 
shows signs of widespread weak- 
ness. 

slammed the door,” said Ivan Some economists say Canada’s 
Piynshcfa, deputy chairman of the economic output may start to fall 
republic’s parliament. He said he again in the third quarter after 
believed the Ukraine eventually only a quarter of recovery, creat- 
would join. fog a “double-dip” recession. 

Mr. Gorbachev views foe pact “The economy is still very . 
as the first step tow a rd a loose weak,” said Andrew Pyle, eco- 


poHtfeal confederation. 


nomist at MMS International. 


a growing consensus on Wall package that includes a capital 
Street that corporate America gains cut, a move he has long 


year bond gained 23/32 of a point, may have the brant of the reces- sought. 
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RED HEAT 


S tow 3 - 50 .- 6 : 13 , & 30 , IfcM 


When Harry 
Met Sally 


Show: 1230. 330, 6:13, &30, 1030 pjn. 


im 


TEeaui 


Td: 6251 


Mebfl A1 ateshlni Tlfatrm 

1. SOMERSAULT TIME PLAY 

Shows: dty &30.PJ*. ' 

2 . C hM r u phy 

☆THE TREASURE AND THE SEA* 

S h ow s : cbfiy 1030 am., 430 pj#. 


Tom Sdkck fat 

HEM ALIBI 


Show: 330. 63a 830 p.m. 


Furnished Apartments For Rent 

Location; Jabal Amman-5 th Circle - Umm Uthaina. - 

* Two bedrooms, L-shaped living & dining, kitchen + break- 
fast deluxe furniture, lei., central healing, car park, roof, terraces 
with view overlooking Amman City . 

* One bedroom, L-shaped living & dining, kitchen, furnished, 
garden. Tel., central heating, car park. 

H Interested call 814683 


FOR RENT 

Separate furnished 1st floor of a villa. 
Consists of two bedrooms, dining room, 
kitchen and accessories. 

Call telephone 601789 


MANSION FOR SALE OR RENT 

Located in Atjdoun area and surrounded by three 
streets. Building area: 1 ,200 square metres and land 
area: 1 ,567 square metres. Consists of 6 bedrooms, 
7 bathrooms, spacious salons with swjmming pod, 
games hall, sauna, well-arranged garden, garage, 
maid room. Suitable for diplomatic missions. 

For more Information please call: 
685401-685402 
P.O.Box 20228 


POSITION WANTED 

maid is seeking a live-in position. 

arsons Interested please write to Jane Lee, 
P.O.Box 961363 Amman, Jordan 


URGENTL Y 


Will pay $300 for two weeks from 
Friday, October 25, 91. 

Need girl speaking English to 
care for two babies, two and 10 
months old to stay with family in 
Hotel Aquamarina Aqaba. 

Please call tel. no. 646092 or 
(03) 316250- Mrs. Khoury 
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Yugoslav defence minister orders ceasefire 

Relief convoy hits mine while 
evacuating Vukovar wounded 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — Two 
nurses were badly wounded 
Saturday when an international 
relief convoy hit a landmine eva- 
cuating over 100 injured people 
from the besieged Croatian town 
of Vukovar. 

It was the first convoy to evacu- 
ate wounded from the town since 
the Serb-led Yugoslav army be- 
gan a siege of Vukovar in north- 
east Croatia almost two months 
ago. 

“Two of our nurses were 
seriously injured," said Anne- 
Marie Hu by, spokeswoman for 
the convoy organised by the in-, 
te [national humanitarian group 
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF). 

Ms. Huby would not give 
names or details of the wounded 
nurses until their families had 
been informed. The aid group 
said earlier most of those in the 
12 vehicle mercy convoy were 
Belgian or Dutch. 

u One truck carrying wounded 
ran over a mine and the nurses 
were wounded,” she said. The 
convoy was now under federal 
army escort and heading to Pet- 


rova, eight kOometrcs south of 
Vukovar. Ms. Huby is in contact 
with the convoy by radio. 

The relief convoy- entered the 
besieged Croatian city of Vuko- 
var Saturday and evacuated the 
most seriously wounded, as 
Yugoslavia's 10th ceasefire held 
tenuously. 

Federal Defence Minister Velj- 
ko Kadijevic ordered all army 
troops to cease fire on the terri- 
tory of Croatia as of noon (1100 
GMT) Saturday in accordance 
with a truce agreement reached 
Friday under European commun- 
ity (EC) auspices. The brief order 
was published by the Yugoslav 
News Agnency Tanjug. 

However, a spokeswoman for 
Medecins Sans Frontieres, said 
mortar shells rained down around 
the convoy for 10 minutes, begin- 
ning at noon, as it prepared to 
leave the dty. 

Gen. .Kadijevic was signed three 
similar ceasefire orders following 
previous truce agreements. It was 
not dear just how much effect his 
latest would have on the fighters, 
particularly Serbain loyalists in 


Croatia who have been fighting, 
with army backing, to prevent the 
republic from gaining independ- 
ence. 

The convoy of five doctors, 
eight nurses and other MSF 
workers, escorted by two EC 
monitor vehicles, arrived in the 
embattled Croatian stronghold 
on the border with rival Serbia at 
10 a-ra. (0900 GMT). 

It left about 1 Vi hours later, 
carrying about 109 of those who 
needed “absolute intensive 

medical care,” Joanne Sotirch, an 

MSF ccmrdinator from Greece 
told reporters gathered in a vil- 
lage just west erf Vinkovd, where 
a field hospital had been set up. 

She said die convoy was “in 
great danger” as it left Vukovar. 
It must pass through Vink ova, to 
the southwest en route to the 
bospital, ; and Western journalists 
returning from the city said there 
was heavy shelling around 1:15 
p.m. (1215 GMT). 

ir We strictly urge both sides to 
cease fire because this convoy has 
nothing at all to do with potitics,” 
Ms. Sotirch said. “We are just 


trying to evacuate people in a 
dangerous situation." 

The group had planned a 
second trip into Vukovar Satur- 
day afternoon, but die spokes- 
woman said, “under these condi- 
tions I don't think there’ll be a 
second rescue mission today.” 

Vukovar officials bad said ear- 
lier the convoy was expected to 
return to the city also Sunday. An 
MSF statement quoted the direc- 
tor of Vnkovar's hosptial as 
saying more than 300 wounded 

people were in the facility, with 
more casualties arriving daily be- 
cause of heavy shelling* 

Ms. Sotirch said she did not 
know who was firing on Vukovar 
during the convoy's mission. Ear- 
lier, Croatian- defence officials in 
the dty told the associated press 
that while army guns were silent, 
Serbian loyalists were still firing. 
The federal army has limited 
control over the Serb fighters. 

Croatian military officials said 
later the convoy bad been stop- 
ped about 12 kilometres outside 
Vukovar by federal forces who 
were searching the vehicles. 


Cambodian Communist Party adopts 
multi-party system, market economy 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia 
became the first country in In- 
dochina to adopt a multi-party 
system as the ruling Communists 
issued a liberal platform to guide 
their troubled country's future, 
reports from Phnom Penh said 
Saturday. 

The Kyodo News Agency said 
a 17-page party platform decided 
upon Friday calls for liberal 
democratic government, a free- 
market economy and respect for 
human rights. It adopts Buddh- 
ism as the state religion. 

The policies were approved by 
more than 320 delegates on the 
dosing day of an extraordinary 
party congress in the Cambodian 
capital. 

Vietnam and Laos, the two 
other Indochinese nations, have 
embarked on significant econo- 
mic reforms but their Communist 
parties have refused to give op 
their monopolies on political 
power. 

The Cambodian party also re- 
moved its longtime chief, Heng 
Samrin, and changed | its name to 
expunge allusions to communism. 

The moves appeared aimed at 
garnering popular support in adv- 


ance of a peace pact and general 
elections in the war-ravaged na- 
tion. 

The Cambodia News Agency 
(SPK), monitored in Bangkok, 
said Heng Samrin, who led die 
party since 1981, was,, replaced as 
general secretary by veteran re- 
volutionary Ghea Son. The Peo- 
ple's Revolutionary. Party of 
Kampuchea changed Its name to 
the Cambodian People’s Party. ' 

According to die Kyodo re- 
port, the platform also cans for 
direct and secret balloting to 
choose the head of the nation and 
the parliament, guarantees pro- 
tection for the property of re- 
fugees and Cambodians returning 
from overseas and abolishes the 
death penalty. 

The p latfo rm, adopted by the 
party’s Central Committee earlier 
this month, states that Cambodia 


increasingly made by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen, Mr. Chea Sim 
and a small number of other party 
and state leaders. 

Regarded as a pragmatist, Mr. 
Hon. .Sen was elected vice pres- 
ident: of the Central Committee, 
according to a partial transcript of 
the congress conmmnique. 

The congress precedes the sign- 
ing in Paris next week of a peace 
agreement among Cambodia’s 
warring factions and the retnm to 
Phnom Penh next month of one- 
time head of state Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

If elections are held as the 
peace pact outlines, the Cambo- 
dian People’s- Party wQI be vying 
for votes with other political 
groupings. And it wfll be severely 
handicapped. 

Mr. Heng Samrin, Mr. Hun 
Sen and Mr. Cbea Sim all fought 


wfll not enter into foreign allianc es. • with tile widely detested Khmer 


that might jeopardise its neut- 
rality. 

Heng Samrin, installed in pow- 
er by the Vietnamese 12 yean 
ago, was relegated to the honor- 
aiy position of president of the 
Central Committee. 

He has been a figurehead and 
decisions in recent yean were 


Rouge and then were regarded by 
some as “puppests” of Cambo- 
dia's traditional enemy — 
Vietnam. 

After the brutal rule of the 
Communist lnimer Rouge in the 
mid-1970s, most Cambocfians in- 
stinctively detest anything smack- 
ing of c omm u ni s m . 


U.N. permanent 5 agree 
rules on arms exports 


LONDON (R) — The five 
permanent members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
agreed a set of arms export rules 
in a bid to stop some countries 
from amassing bnge arsenals they 
could use to threaten their neigh- 
bours. 

After a two-day meeting in 
London, the five announced a 
series of guidelines committing 
them to avoid selling weapons 
likely to worsen international 
conflicts or increase tensions in a 
given region. 

They also said they bad also 
agreed to inform each other ab- 
out sales to the Middle East of 
major conventional weapons sys- 
tems. 

The meeting grouped senior 
officials from Britain, China, 
France, the Soviet Union and the 
United States, the veto-holding 
powers in the Security Council 
which together account for 85 per 
cent of the world's arms trade. 

“This major breakthrough is 
the first time in history that the 
five great powers have agreed on 


rules gover n i n g export of arms,” 
the chief U.S. delegate. Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard 
Clarke, told a news conference. 

The effort to agree rales stem- 
med from an initiative in May by 
U.S. President Geroge Bush and 
reflected widespread concern 
over the way Iraq built up and 
equipped the world fourth largest 
army which proceeded to invade 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 15190. 

The agreement made no speci- 
fic mention of cutting back on 
arms sales, whose global value 
last year was estimated at $22 
billion. 

But Mr. Clarke said it could 
have that effect. “We do hope 
that there will be a reduction in 
arms to the Middle East,” he 
said. 

The guidelines said the five 
would avoid arms sales that 
would aggravate an existing con- 
flict, increase tension or destabil- 
ise a region, break international 
embargoes, encourage terrorism 
or be used other than for legiti- 
mate defence. 


U.S. nuclear arms to be 
removed from S. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea will 
remain under the U.S. nuclear 
umbrella even if United States 
withdraws nuclear weapons from 
the country, the Yonhap News 
Agency reported Saturday. 

It quoted a senior government 
official as saying: “the two coun- 
tries have always noted through a 
joint communique in annual 
U.S.-South Korean security talks 
that the U.S. nuclear umbrella 
protection world continue.” 

President George Bush 
announced on Sept. 27 that the 
United States would withdraw 
ground-based tactical nuclear 
weapons from South Korea. 

He made no mention of air- 
delivered weapons, but the 
Washington Post said Saturday 
that the United States would 
remove air-delivered nuclear 
weapons. 


The news pa pe r quoted admi- 
nistration sources as saying the 
move was intended to pave the 
way for renewed U.S. demands 
that North Korea should abandon 
its nuclear arms development 
programme. 

The North, $tiQ technically at 
war with the South, has refused 
to allow international inspection 
of its nuclear facilities unless U.S. 
nudear weapons it says are stored 
in South Korea receive the same 
treatment 

South Korean officials were 
not available for direct comment 
on the Wellington Post report. 

But Yonhap quoted the senior 
official . as saying South Korea 
wou ld be able to receive a reaf- 
firmation of Washington’s com- 
mitment when this year’s security 
consultations with the United 
States are held next month. 


ANC lauds 
phasing 
out of 
sanctions 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Nel- 
son Mandela's African National 
Congress (ANC) welcomed Fri- 
day's Commonwealth decision to 
phase out anti-apartheid ? sanc- 
tions, but South African business 
leades urged an immediate end to 
all curbs. 

ANC spokeswoman Gill Mar- 
cus said the unanimous agree- 
ment of the Commonwealth 
leaders was in keeping with the 
anti-apartheid movement’s re- 
commendations to the 50- nation 
grou p i n g of Britain and its fanner 
colonies, meeting this week in 
Harare. 

“We hope this (decision) will 
ensure progress politically. What 
is important to us is that major 
sanctions remain in place and in 
keeping with the political pro- 


Ms. Marcus said. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from President F.W. De 
Klerk whose programme of apar- 
theid reform has raised hopes of a 
transition to majority rule and an 
end to Pretoria's political and 
economic isolation. 

The Sooth African Chamber of 
Business hailed the decision to lift 
so-called “people-to- people” 
sanctions immediately, bat urged 
faster action to end trade and 
investment curbs. 

“The political progress which 
the Commonwealth is keen to see 
in South Africa requires to be 
underpinned by rapid economic 
growth and full p ar tici pa tion by 
South Africa in the international 
economy,” the chamber said in a 
statement 

The chamber said it was vital to 
fight unemployment, which is un- 
officially estimated at over seven 
millkm or about 40 per cent of tike 
economically active population. 

The giant Anglo American 
Corporation also welcomed the 
Commonwealth decision and 
urged quicker action on trade. 


S. Africa 
accuses 
ANC of 
violating 
peace pacts 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Police Friday accused the African 
National Congress (ANC) and its 
army of violating peace agree- 
ments with the government, that 
were aimed at ending political 
violence. 

Since the ANC agreed in Au- 
gust 1990 to suspend its aimed 
straggle, there have been 44 
violations of peace pacts that 
have led to 14 deaths, said a 
statement from National Police 
Headquarters in Pretoria. 

The statement was likely to 
further st rain die ANCs tense 
relationship with the police and 
President. F.W. de Klerk. Hie 
ANC accuses police of not doing 
enough to stop violence in black 
townships and of skfing with the 
rival Inkatha Freedom Partyin 
clashes. 

Mr. De Klerk denies the 
allegations. In a statement Friday 
unrelated to the police allega- 
tions, he called claims of police 
bias “irresponsible, unfounded 
and unjustifiable” and said nearly 
6,000 people had been arrested 
this year Cor involvement in un- 
rest. 

The ANC suspended its 30- 
year guerrilla war to dear the way 
for talks with die white-minority 
government on ending apartheid 
but wants and end to the violence 
before those talks begin. It says it 
has not staged any attacks since 
die August 1990 agreement but 
acknowledges the continued re- 
cruitment and training of sol- 
diers. 

The police statement gave few 
details but said 65 members of 
Spear Of The Nation, the ANCs 
armed wing, had been arrested in 
connection with the alleged viola- 
tions. Souk said they had trained 
recruits in the use of firear ms, 
grenades and limpet mines, it 
said. 

The recruits were to serve in 
self-defence units in black 
townships. 



Yeltsin 
vetoes 
Russian 
law on local 
elections 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin Friday 
vetoed a law that established 
early local elections, saying the 
voting would paralyse the new 
ad minis t ra tors he has appointed 
to push home refo rms across the 
huge republic. 

A dispute over the elections 
was one of the issues that earned 
squabbling in Mr. Yeltsin’s gov- 
ernment for the past month, 
slowing the momentum of ef for t s 
to move towards a free-market 
economy. 

Sergei Shakhrai, an ardent 
Yeltsin loyalist, resigned Friday 
as chairman of the Legislation 
C ommit tee and member of the 
Russian Supreme Soviet Presi- 
dent, which last week approved a 
law setting a Dec. 8 date to elect 
ill ni nfatratora of cities, districts, 
regions and territories within 


quit 

law would have reft Mr. Yeltsin 
“ wi t h o u t firm executive power in 
regions of the republic,” said Mr. 
Shakhrai’s aide, Konstantin 
Yeliseyev, in an interview. 

Mr. Yeltsin has ap pointed a 
network of hand-picked adminis- 
trators over the past year to 
c ir c um vent hardline Communist 
officials who were ignoring or 
t hwa rt in g his orders. 

Although lawmakers gave Mm 
the power to appoint the officiate, 
critics in the Russian legislature 
and elsewhere now call the net- 
work undemocratic. Mr. Yeltsin 
says it’s still needed to implement 
his reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin had asked the 
legislator to repeal the law, 
saying the newly elected officials 
would be in conflict with his 
appointees. 

“This mil a ggr avate the crim 
still further, and lead to a para- 
lysis of power,” Mr. Yeltsin said 
Thursday, according to the inde- 
pendent news agency Interfax. 

Mr. Yeltsin proposed holding 
the elections next spring, with 
previously scheduled Russian 
parliamentary elections. 

But the legislature rejected the 
appeal Friday. In response, Mr. 
Shakhrai quit and Mr. Yeltsin 
later spiked the law, according to 
Russian Television and the 
government-run Russia Informa- 
tion Agency. 

Meanwhile, a senior Commun- 
ist Party official has committed 
suidde by jumpin g from the bal- 
cony of his flat — the third to 
plunge to bis death since the 
failed August coup against Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Dmitry Lisovotik, 54, a former 
official of the party's Central 
Committee, died after jumping 
from the balcony of his 12th-floor 
apartment, Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) said Friday. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Moscow power station fire put out 

MOSCOW (R) — Fire broke oat in a ge nerator at a Moscow 
power station early Saturday morning, hot a spokesman for the 

city fire brigade said it was put out in an hour and there were no 

casualties. The generator, (me of six, was oat of action and would 
have to be replaced, doty officer Alexander Groslnkov said. But 
th 6 power station, one Tretya Kboroshevskaya Street in the 
north-west of the dty, should be back in action shortly. “The 
supply of electricity was not affected, became there is a network 
for supplying users,” he said. The fire broke out in some 
Mhrfeflring ofl which leaked from foe generator through a 
mechanical fafturc. “I would say it was not very serious,” Mr. 
Groshikov said. The Soviet News Agency TASS, quoted fay 
Radio Russia, had said earlier that the fire might have “serious 
consequences.” 

Zaire premier locked out of office 

KINSHASA (R) — Armed troops loyal to Zaire’s strangarm 
President Mobnto Sese Seko barred opposition Prime Minister 
Etienne Tshisekedi from entering his office Saturday, witnesses 
said. The latest power struggle between the two arch-foes came 
the day after a spokesman for Mr. Mobutu declared that Mr. 
Tsbisekedi’s government formed Monday night was illegal be- 
cause the prime minister had struck out key parts erf his investiture 
document. A defiant Mr. Tshisekedi pleaded with the civil 
to let Mm into the prime minis te r ’s office. When that 
he sat down in a nearby grassy area and said he would meet 
his cabinet there later In tire day. “I will stay hoe as long as I 
want," said the 58-year-old lawyer and longtime opponent of Mr. 
Mobutu. “I will stay hoe until 4 p.m. (1500 GMT) to hold a 
meeting with my ministers. You should riot obey orders from a 
thief,” Mr. TUrisefcedi told the 50 or so guardsmen who barred his 
way to the prime minister’s office in a residential area of the 
capita]. 

Miyazawa, foes launch campaign 

TOKYO (AP) — Ku du Miyazawa, who is expected to be chosen 
Japan’s next prime minister, and two other candidates began a 
weeklong official campaign Saturday for the governing party’s 
presidency. The prescient of the Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), which has led Japan’s government for 36 years, also serves 
as prime minister because foe party bolds a majority in the 
powerful lower house of parliament. The campaign and the party 
election on Oct. 27 are expected to be largely cere m onial since 
Mr. Miyazawa, a 72-year-old former deputy prime minister, has 
tile support of the party’s largest faction and two other factional 
groups. To shiki Kaifu, the 60-year-oM popular prime ""ntoer 
who was denied another two-year term by liberal Democratic 
po w erbrokers early tins month, leaves' office on Oct 30. . 

North Sea oil rig reconnected to tug 

ABERDEEN, Scotland (R) — An ofl rig adrift in the North Sea 
since fierce storms Friday was brought under control Saturday. 
Coastguards said the Borgny Dolphin, operated- by Texaco and 
with 19 men aboard to cany out essential duties, had been 
reconnected to its towing vessel the far crusader. “The rig is now 
headed into wind and under command,” they said. Earlier 
Saturday it had been drifting east of the Shetland Islands off the 
Scottish coast as the weather improved. Sixty-one non-essential 
workers were airlifted from the rig Friday when it was w renched 
away from its towing vessel taking it from a Norwegian oil field to 
the Strathspey Field. By Saturday the violent storms had abated 
to 50 mph (80 kph) winds and seas of op to nine metres. 

Democrat drops from presidential race . 

WASHINGTON (R) — One Democrat who was eyeing a fry fin* 
the presidency — Oklahoma Representative Dave' McCurdy — 
dropped his bid Friday w hile the political focus again to 

reluctant New York Governor Mario Cuomo, a man who won’t 
say “no" to talk he might run. Mr. McCurdy, 41, chairman of die 
House of Representatives Intellig ence Committee, said in Okla- 
homa Qty he would not join other contenders for the Democratic - 
presidential nod. He said he had to choose between being an 
effective congressman, committee chairman and father to his 
three children and being away campaigning. “I have made these 
choices and therefore I am announcing today that I will not seek 
the 1992 Democratic presidential nomination,” he said. 

Thomas sworn In to Supreme Court 

WASHINGTON (R) — Clarence Thomas joined the U.S. 
Supreme Court Friday in an elaborate swearing-in ceremony on 
the White House lawn, saying the bitter battle over his confirma- 
tion had made him a better person. Thomas, 43, bdd one hand np 
and put the other on a Bible as he took the oath from Supreme 
Court Justice Byron Whftewith President George Bush and about 
1,000 relatives, friends and officials looking on in warm sunshine. ' 
“Clarence Thomas has endured America at its worst, and he's 
answered with America at its best. He brings that hard-won 
experience to the high court, and American will be the better for 
it,” Mr. Bush told the crowd. 

Peru Senate strips Garcia’s Immunity 

LIMA, Peru (R) — Former Peruvian President Alan Garcia, 
accused of enriching himself in office and having finks to tire 
scandal-plagued Bank of Credit and Commerce International, 
was stripped of his parliamentary i mm u ni ty early Saturday. In a 
historic vote which followed 22 hours of debate, the Senate voted 
38-17 to lift the immunity Mr. Garcia enjoys as a senator for life. 
Two senators abstained. Mr. Garda, a 42-year-old Social Demo- 
crat, became the first president in Peru’s modem history to far* 
possible criminal charges. The vote was based on findings by a 
Senate commission that Mr. Garcia enriched himself by about 
$400,0001 during 14 years as a public servant. 


French group paints grim picture of China 


PEKING (R) — A team of 
French law experts Saturday gave 
a grim assessment of human 
rights in China, saying that legal 
re for ms launched before Peking’s 
1989 crackdown on pro-democra- 
cy unrest were now “dead- 
locked.” 

The gnrap said police in China 
had overwhelming powers, 
judges were controlled by the 
hardline Communist leadership 
and it was virtually impossible to 
enter a plea of “not guilty.” 

“We would call upon the hu- 
man rights conunisskm in Geneva 
to monitor the way human rights 
is implemented in tins co un try 
very closely,” said Alain Gtrar- 
det, a Paris court of 
judge. 

The team of five legal experts 
headed by Paul Bouchet, a mem- 
ber of France's State Council, 
ended a week’s visit Saturday 
saying they had been frustrated at 
every turn by Chinese ofincals. 

However, they had sensed a 
wide yearning fen greater liberty 
in private contacts with Chinese 
lawyers. 

“There seems to be a great 


longing in this country for free- 
dom mod liberty. A great desire 
for the respect of human rights,” 
Mr. Bouchet, who also heads 
France’s Consultative Commis- 
sion on Human Rights, told a 
news conference. 

The French group was one of 
the few specifically concerned 
with human rights that Peking has 
permitted since 1969. The visit 
was made under an agreement 
worked out by French Foreign 
Munster Roland Dumas during a 
trip to China in April. 

The lawyers toured Peking’s 
number one prison, which is 
often put on show for foreigners, 
as wefl as a youth detention cen- 
tre in the central dty of Chengdu. 

They also met the justice minis- 
ter and other legal officials, 
although, like other human rights 
g roups, they were denied access 
to leading political prisoners. 

Mr. Bouchet said the group 
found Peking unbending in its 
deter min ation to isolate political 
prisoners. He said tentative steps, 
launched before the 1989 crack- 
down, to free the jpdfciaxy from 


political control were now stop- 
ped dead. 

New draft laws to give greater 
freedom and guarantees to judges 
and lawyers had been shelved 
indefinitely, whQe a 1990 law 
aimed at expanding the rights of 
die accused was not being ap- 
plied, he said. 

“As a result of the liH® events, 
the reform process ha? become 
deadlocked,” Mr. Bouchet' said. 

During its heyday of economic 
and pofiticri reform in the 198Q&, 
China struggled to set up a legal 
framework after the chaos of the 
radical Cultural Revolution in the 
1960s and 70s. 

The French delegation said 
that China’s courts, lawyers and 
judges had been brought back 
firmly under control by the Com- 
munist ideologues who seized 
power after troops put down pro- 
democracy protests in Peking in 
Jane, 1969. 

Thousands of people, including 
students and mteflectuals, were 
rounded up. Many were sum- 
marily tried, and some remain in 
prison. 

“The legal consequences of 


these events might nullify the 
efforts to bring rule 'of' law to 
govern the country,” said Jean- 
Pferre Mignard, a Paris lawyer. 

“No real independence is 
possible for judges or lawyers,” 
Girardetsaid. “About 70 per cent 
of their judges have no legal 

t rai ning at all.” . 

The group described the power 
of China’s public security appar- 
atus as “overwhelming” a nd bhH 
a system of vetting pleas before 
trials makes it almost iwp n m i jU f 
fin* lawyers to enter a not guilty 
plea. 

“The most they can do is plead 
insufficient evidence,” said 
C h ris ti an Chamere-Boumazel, a 
lawyer from Paris. 

Mr. Bouchet said the group 
wo uld ma ke a public report upon 
its return to France, but added 
that h e doubted the West could 
enter into a msfanwri dfafognA 
with Peking cm human rights 
under prestart conditions, 

“For fruitful dialogue to. onaSt- 
m^anumberofconditkmsimist- 
be met winch have not yet been 
be said. 



Tanks return to 
Moscow— this ttme 
foPafllm 

MOSCOW (R) — Tanks ser- 
rounded the bulfefcg of the- Rus- 
sian Parliament .Friday rasing 
fears among some paftaets-by of a 
repetition of August’s faded 
coup. But this time the army was 
there just to make a fifoL Twefa 
tanks and eight armoored peratiGh 
nel carriers were allocated by 
Moscow nrifitary authorities after 
Russian- Vice President Alexan- 
der Rutskoi sanctioned shooting 
of a film on the coup by the focal 
Sokrat Fflm Studio, TASS news 
agency said. Tanks moved on die 
parliament buflkSng — centre of 
opposition to the hardline 
e m e rgen cy committee — several 
tunes dnring tire August coup. 
But they never attacked. The 
coop bp* stirred creative adtivity 
beyond the fflm industry. 

Kids view hard-pom 
videos In N. Zealand 
school library 

WELLINGTON (R) — Children 
at a New Zealand primary school 
di s covered that supposedly- edu- 
cational video cassettes in the 
library were hard pornography. 
Outraged parents are de man d ing 
that headmaster Jeff Brown res- 
ign after a gr o u p of 16 chfldrea 
aged to 13 watched hard 
porno g raphy, with scenes includ- 
ing orgies, anal sex and lesbian- 
ism. The tapes, discovered next 
to children’s videos at Washdyke 
School, near Timara in New Zea- 
land's South Island, were viewed 
without a teacher present, the 
parents said. Brown was on sick 
leave and could not be contacted. 

Mahathir says 
BBC 4 a bit racist* 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad, attending 
the Commonwealth summit in 
Harare, was quoted in local news- 
papers as saying the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
was “a bit racist” on the issue of 
gqod government. Mr. Mahathir, 
who was inte rvi e w ed by the BBC 
at the summit, said tire BBC had 
named Malaysia among Com- 
monwealth countries which lack- 
ed good governance. “They felt 
that unless we dean up our job, 
we should not be 'in the govern- 
ment,” Mr. Mahathir told Malay- 
sian journalists covering the sum- 
mit. “I felt that was a bit racism 
on the part of the BBC.” Mr. 
Mahathir said the BBC had sing- 
fed out Malaysia as one of several 
countries which had laws to de- 
ft detain people without trial. “I did 
out that tins a a British law we 
adopted.” 

Woman finds heroin 
In auctioned 
suitcase 

FRANKFURT (R) — A German 
housewife who bought a suitcase 
at an auction for unclaimed air- 
line luggage ended up taking 
home about 400,000 marks 
($235,000) worth of heroin. 
Frankfort police said Thursday 
the woman had tried to do her 
laundry with the contents of a 
washing powder carton she found 
in the case. The carton contained 
four plastic packets holding a total 
of two kilogrammes of a powder, 
later identified as heroin. Police 
said they (fid not know how much 
the woman paid for the suitcase. 

At $1,000, no one 
expects this book 
to be bestseller 

NEW YORK (R) — Even for an 
art book this two-volume set is 
spectacular — beantifdlly printed 
Photographs of the painstaking 
restoration of Mkbaelangelo’s 
Sistine Chapel ceiling. But the 
publishers say they do not expect 
it to be a bestseller and would be 
ntbfied selfing 2,500 copies. At 
$1,000 a set that wish is nnder- 
stessdaMe. “The Sistine GhapeL” 
published this week by Alfred A. 
Knopf, is believed to be the most 
“pensive general trade art book 
ever published. No second print- 
mg ts planned and there wfll not 
a paperback edition. The 
lavishly produced two-vofome 
book b published by Knopf m 
connection with Nippon Tetevi- 
spM, underwriters of the restrora- 
nooprpject, who get part of the 

Profits from the book’s safe ' 

Jto OTCTOW UA production of 
““book, says no expense was 
»p™*n its manufacture — from 
a binding of band-sewn Italian 
Sane n te the heaviest pap 

wed man an book. 
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